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The Best Diversions

Give yourself the gift of smiles. J
A handsome, artbook-style volume with the best Diversions to appear in
over the last decade. A compendium you will treasure for years to come.

"This collection is laugh-out-loud funny!"
funny
Kirkland Review of Books

"Prescription: Read 3-4 pages a day for a month.
It’ll brighten your day
day! And make it last a month."
Susan Carnegie, The Montreal Voice
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From Where I Sit

The Editor’s Page in
is
almost totally devoted to humor
and wisdom and this is a collection
of some of the best of them.
Go to crestnetwork.com/sign-up
and get the digital book for free!

Vertical Lines
A Compilation of Sarcasm,
Word Play, and Witticisms
.
from the pages of

"This is simply genius
genius. I kept on laughing
the whole day when I read it."
Maria Tariq

"...absolutely hilarious! I laughed so hard
that it brought tears to my eyes."
Randal Maynard

also from The CREST Publications Group
My Hand Book
"Incisive yet expansive - as if the
psychology of R.D. Laing encountered
the self-exploration of Hugh Prather to
help readers delve into their own thought,
experiences and behaviours."
The Rockford Tribune

"Curiously intense and ironic. This is a
work that will make you think and feel and
you will revisit it over and over.
Marion Danziger, The Toronto Town Crier

S.H.I.T. from the Internet

Leading With My Heart
"It matters not who we have been,
or why, with whom, or how.
What matters is that we have met
and who we are from now."
Original reflections on new love, its
flame, intensity, and all-consuming
spirit. Short, poetic expressions of
heartfelt longing, passion, and desire.
Intimate expressions of tenderness
and adoration, accompanied by
romantic pictures. A wonderful gift
for someone you love.

“So simple. So eloquent and beautiful.
Absolutely wonderful!”
Allison Templeton

“An often off-color (but always
entertaining and almost always hilarious)
collection of jokes that you will read,
enjoy – and probably tell –
over and over.”
Joey Cousins, The Greenwich Times

A Book
"A perfect companion to Vertical Lines humor in bite-sized pieces.”
Ellen Campbell, Sinclair Book Reviews

unite!
"Dyslexics of the world, untie!”
this!
Punsters of the world, read shit!"
L. Bartow. The Network Bookshelf

All available at
Amazon, BarnesAndNoble, Alibris
and in the Apple Book Store.

See a sample of each of the books at www.crestnetwork.com
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ABOUT US
Now in our 30th year,
reaches over 200,000+ real estate professionals bimonthly
throughout the U.S. via subscription and social media! We proudly serve and service any and all
real estate associations - including (but not limited to) the ones you see here. If your group isn’t
shown and you’d like to be included, please let us know. Email: editor@crestnetwork.com or call
the number above.

@Networkmag1
@NetworkMag1
/TheNetworkTexas

AFFILIATE ASSOCIATIONS
...truly a brighter, lighter
side of real estate.
Marti C. (Freehold, NJ)

A cover to
cover gem!
Mike F.
(Arlington, TX)
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Our Digital Edition
is an exact replica of
the printed magazine,
only better! Browse,
save articles, or even
check the archives for
something you want
to read again!

I told my wife I wanted to be cremated. She made me an appointment for Tuesday.

DREW STERRETT (P. 29)
began his career in real estate
at Tungsten Partners, a real
estate private equity firm, where
he sourced, evaluated, structured, and facilitated real estate
investments. Assessing risk
and analyzing the financial and
strategic viability of investment
opportunities, his real estate
experience spans across
markets including New York City, Miami, San Francisco,
Marfa, Madrid, and Venice, amounting to over $1 billion
in assets. He also assisted in the management and
support of Tungsten’s high net worth clients. Prior
to LEX, he-owned, developed, and sold an apparel
consumer brand after working on Capitol Hill. Drew is a
graduate of Harvard University.

ROSE-MARY RUMBLEY holds
a Ph.D. in communications from
the University of North Texas. She
is a well-known speaker in Texas
and enjoys researching each and
every topic. She is a Contributing
Editor of
and Herstory appears in every issue.
(Missing from this issue due to an
injury, Herstory will appear in the
May-June issue.)

STEVE BUTLER (P.50) is positioned to lead and guide emerging
technology businesses towards
exponential growth. With his
leadership style and experience,
he has brought together an
impressive executive team at
GoDocs that is working together
to transform the commercial real
estate technology industry. He
spent decades leading and developing some of the
fastest growing fintech companies and has a unique
combination of experience at the intersection of loan
processing, SaaS technology, and AI. As a pioneer in this
field, he has worked with other innovators to create cutting-edge solutions that streamline commercial lending
while also making it more secure for all invested parties.

ANGELA O’BYRNE (P. 32) is
the president of national architecture, design-build, and real
estate development firm Perez,
APC. She champions the principles of smart growth in her home
community of New Orleans and
in her frequent travels across the
country and abroad. Born in Cali,
Colombia, Angela is a licensed
architect in over a dozen states,
a licensed general contractor in Louisiana, a Fellow of
the American Institute of Architects, and a member of
the National CREW Network (Commercial Real Estate
Women) Board of Directors. A singer, golfer, music-lover,
and globetrotter, she relishes spending free time with
her three grown children and large extended family.
She is a Contributing Editor of
and her
Amazing Buildings feature appears in every issue.

ERIN SYKES' (P. 35) perseverance and ability to anticipate trends are what have driven her
success. She helps clients reach their unique goals with discreet, individualized attention and
action-orientation. Specializing in helping high net worth clients year-round in Palm Beach,
The Hamptons, and New York City, she utilizes her combined backgrounds in finance and
construction to take an analytical and qualitative approach to amplifying clients’ returns on
investment. With a background in commercial and luxury residential construction at her
family’s 120+ year-old firm and certification as a LEED AP – New Construction, she
understands how to optimize new development and intricate renovation using sustainable materials and methodology. As Chief Economist for Nest Seekers International, she is
responsible for developing and translating real estate trend data into consumer and industry insights, reporting
monthly on housing starts, new developments, rate changes and general industry trends for all major news
outlets. She is often interviewed by Fox Business News, CNBC, TODAY, CNN, NBC Nightly News, The Real
Deal, Bloomberg, Mansion Global, Forbes, Bloomberg, TechCrunch, Inc., and Mashable. She holds a MBA from
Pepperdine University and a Bachelor in Finance and International Business from Villanova University. Erin
resides in Florida and New York City.

ROXANA TOFAN (P. 37) is the owner of Clear Integrity Group in San Antonio, Texas and
the company’s principal broker in Texas, Ohio and South Carolina. Her main focus is multifamily commercial brokerage in San Antonio area and property management. She enjoys
taking over nonperforming properties and turning them around. She is also a Contributing
Editor of
and her Profiles of Survival will appear in every issue. In addition to
her company, her passion is giving back to the community as she volunteers for various
support organizations such as Boy Scouts of America, Special Olympics, Alzheimer’s
Association and supporting the military. She loves to travel with her teenage children and
supporting their extra-curricular activities.

THE UPSIDE OF DOWNTIME...
Fans of
will love these compilations of humor from the last decade.
The Best of Diversions is just that – the very best of the hilarious Diversions
that have appeared on the pages of the magazine. Vertical Lines is over a
hundred pages of wit, witticisms and sarcasm that have appeared between the
the network bookshelf
on days off
on off-days
on rainy Sundays
if you’re alone
if you need a break
to pass the time
to brighten your day
to sharpen your skills
to open your mind
to make you smile
turn to
www.crestnetwork.com

pages (”in the gutter”, as they say). They are both available at your favorite
online bookseller and you can see samples at the link here. My Handbook is…
well… look at the cover comments and a few sample pages. You’ll know soon
enough if it’s for you.
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YOU NEED
(OR MIGHT
WANT) TO KNOW
Editor’s
note
"What do you say we go out to lunch
- just you and me?" I said, "Thanks,
Jane, that's the best thing I've heard
all day."
We went to lunch... but not where
we normally would go. Instead, she
chose a quiet bistro with a private
table. We had two martinis each, and
I enjoyed the meal tremendously. On
the way back to the office Jane said,
"You know, it's such a beautiful day...
we don't need to go straight back to
the office, do we?"
"I guess not. What do you have in
mind?", I asked.

MY BIRTHDAY
Yesterday was my birthday... and I
didn't feel very well.
Waking up, I went downstairs for
breakfast hoping my wife would be
cheerful and say, 'Happy Birthday!'
and possibly have a small present
for me.
As it turned out, she barely said ‘Good
Morning’, let alone 'Happy Birthday.'
Well, that's marriage for you,
I thought. But the kids... they’ll
remember.
My kids came bounding down the
stairs to breakfast and didn't say a
word. So when I left for the office, I
felt pretty low and somewhat despondent. As I walked into my office, my
secretary Jane said, "Good morning,
Boss, and happy birthday!" I felt a
little better. At least someone had
remembered.
I worked until one o'clock when Jane
knocked on my door and said, "It's
such a beautiful day outside, and it’s
your birthday.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIFE
1.Consider that great love and great
achievements involve great risk.
2. When you lose, don't lose the
lesson.
3. Follow the three R's: Respect for
self; Respect for others; and Responsibility for all your actions.
4. Remember that not getting what
you want is sometimes a wonderful
stroke of luck.
5. Learn the rules so you know how to
break them properly.

She said, "Let's drop by my apartment. It's just around the corner."
After arriving at her apartment,
Jane turned to me and said,
"Boss, if you don't mind, I'm
going to step into the bedroom
for a moment. I'll be right back."
"Okay", I replied nervously. She went
into the bedroom and, after a couple
of minutes, came out carrying a huge
birthday cake... and followed by my
wife, my kids, and two dozen of my
friends and co-workers... all singing
'Happy Birthday'.
And I just sat there... on the couch.
Naked.

MEMORANDUM TO ALL STAFF
From: Human Resources
Re: Updates to the Employee Handbook
Implementation: Immediate

SICKNESS:
We will no longer accept doctor’s
statement as proof of sickness. If
6. Don't let a little dispute injure a
great friendship.
7. When you realize you’ve made a
mistake, take immediate steps to
correct it.
8. Spend some time alone.
9. Open your arms to change, but
don't let go of your values.
10. Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.
11. Live a good, honorable life. Then
when you get older and think back,
you'll be able to enjoy it a second time.
12. A loving atmosphere in your home
is the foundation for your life. Do all
you can to create a tranquil, harmonious home.

you’re able to go to the doctor, you’re
able to come to work.
OPERATIONS:
Operations are now banned. As long
as you are an employee here, you
need all the parts that you have. Do
not consider removing anything. We
hired you as you are. To have something removed constitutes a breach of
your employment contract.
DEATH OF OTHERS:
This is not an excuse for missing
work. Every effort should be made to
have non-employees attend to death
arrangements. In rare cases, where
employee involvement is necessary,
the funeral should be scheduled in
the late afternoon. We will be glad
to allow you to work through your
lunch hour and leave 1 hour early,
provided your share of the work is
ahead enough to keep the job going
in your absence.
YOUR OWN DEATH:
This will be accepted as an excuse.
However, we require at least two
weeks’ notice as it is your responsibility to train your replacement.
RESTROOM USE:
Entirely too much time is being spent
in the restroom.
In the future, we will follow the
practice of going in alphabetical
order. For instance, those whose last
names begin with ‘A’ will go from
8:00 to 8:10; employees whose last
names begin with ‘B’ will go from 8:10
to 8:20, and so on. If you're unable
to go at your assigned time, it will
be necessary to wait until the next
day when your time comes again. In
extreme emergencies employees may
swap their time with a coworker. This
exchange must be approved by both
employees' supervisors.

13. In disagreements with loved ones,
deal only with the current situation.
Don't bring up the past.
14. Share your knowledge. It’s a way
to achieve immortality.
15. Be gentle with the earth.
16. Once a year, go someplace you've
never been before.
17. Remember that the best relationship is one in which your love for each
other exceeds your need for each
other.
18. Judge your success by what you
had to give up in order to get it.
19. Call your mother.
20. Approach love and cooking with
reckless abandon. n

PAYCHECK GUIDE:
The following helpful guide has been
prepared to help employees better
understand their paychecks:

Gross Pay

$1,222.02

Income Tax
Outcome Tax
State Tax
Interstate Tax
County Tax
City Tax
Rural Tax
Back Tax
Front Tax
Side Tax
Up Tax
Down Tax
Tic-Tacs
Thumbtacks
Carpet Tacks
Stadium Tax
Flat Tax
Surtax
Ma'am Tax
Parking Fee
No Pkg Fine
F.I.C.A.
T.G.I.F. Fund
Life Ins.
Health Ins.
Disability
Ability
Liability Ins.
Dental Ins.
Mental Ins.
Reassurance
Coffee
Coffee Cups
Calendar
Floor Rental
Chair Rental
Desk Rental
Union Dues
Union Don'ts
Cash Advances
Cash Retreats
Overtime
Undertime
Eastern Time
Central Time
Mnt Time
Pacific Time
Bath Time
Time Out
Oxygen
Water
Heat
Air
Misc

-244.40
-45.21
-11.61
-61.10
-6.11
-12.22
-4.44
-1.11
-1.16
-1.61
-2.22
-1.11
-1.98
-3.93
-0.98
-0.69
-8.32
-3.46
-2.60
-5.00
-10.00
-81.88
-9.95
-5.85
-16.23
-2.50
-0.25
-3.41
-4.50
-4.33
-0.11
-6.85
-66.51
-3.06
-16.85
-0.32
-4.32
-5.85
-3.77
-0.69
-121.35
-1.26
-54.83
-9.00
-8.00
-7.00
-6.00
-4.44
-12.21
-10.02
-16.54
-51.42
-46.83
-144.38

I’m on two diets. I wasn’t getting enough food on one.

BY
ANDREW
FELDER

Take Home Pay $0.02

Managing Editor & Publisher
aafelder@crestpublicationsgroup.com
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ON THE COVER

Great read!
Jordon Bondurant, Fort Worth, TX

A cold seat in a public restroom is unpleasant. A warm seat in a public restroom is worse.

I really enjoy You Need (or might
want) to Know. It’s always interesting
information – one of the many features
so much more
that makes
than a real estate magazine.
Hayley Reade-Thompson,
New Orleans, LA
It isn’t that the articles and humor in
the magazine aren’t great—because
they are—but the covers and the
Artchitecture pages just blow me
away!
Travis Rosario, Trenton, NJ
On the same day as I get a new
issue, when I get home and sit down
with a glass of wine, I go right to the
Diversions — both to bring a smile
and to help me relax. And in this issue,
you had the Banished Words List
and the Wayne State Word Warriors
— more fun and informative pieces.
Thank you!
Victoria Aleman, Austin, TX
The Contest (Where’s That School?)
was very timely in this issue with
March Madness going on. Why wasn’t
Villanova on the list? (Just kidding. It
was fun. Hope I win!)
Brandon Templeton, Oklahoma City, OK
Ed. Sorry. We ran out of room. But just
for our readers (because we’re sure
you already know), Villanova University is in Villanova, Pennsylvania. It was
formerly known as Saint Augustine's
Academy (1811–1842) and Augustinian
College of Villanova (1842–1953). Its
motto is Truth, Unity, Love and it
valiantly lost in the Final Four of the
NCAA men’s basketball tournament.
By the way, you were a contest
winner— so be on the lookout for your
Withings’ Sleep Tracking Mat.
Congratulations!

CORRECTIONS
& AMPLIFICATIONS
Readers can alert
to any
errors in articles, send letters to the
editor or inquire about licensing or
reprints by email or phone.
editor@crestnetwork.com
682-224-5855

‘BUDAPEST’ by Robert Finale
“The capital of Hungary is one of the most distinguished and picturesque locations in the world.
In this portrayal, I envisioned a romantic candlelit
balcony overlooking the Danube River below,
twinkling from the moonlight above. A 19th century
chain bridge, which looks to be radiating pure gold
in the cascading evening light, expands from one
side of the river, to the other. Further in the distance,
you can marvel at the 13th century gothic majesty
of the Palace of Castle Hill. I can almost make out
the sounds of exuberant revelry which must have
been maintained constantly from there in that
time. Whether it be from a balcony towering above
the city, or on an enchanting boat cruise winding
through the river; you will certainly enjoy all the
breathtaking views that Budapest has to offer.”
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U.S. Recycling
is in a Crisis.
So let's fix it, shall we?
Sad news: Due to diﬀerent and confusing labels on recycling bins,
U.S. recycling is in trouble. But don't despair — help is on the way!
Good news: The nonproﬁt Recycle Across America® has created
standardized recycling labels that make it easy to recycle right!
Millions of standardized labels are already being displayed on
recycling bins society-wide — in airports, stadiums, schools, national
parks, businesses, and homes. The standardized labels are proving
to be the most important and eﬀective way to ﬁx this crisis.
You can help - text FIX IT to 40649, and when someone oﬀers you
single-use plastic like a plastic bag or straw, please, refuse it,
don’t use it!™
To learn more about the standardized labels for recycling bins and
how to recycle right, visit RecycleAcrossAmerica.org.

"Let's recycle right!"® Society-wide standardized
labels on bins make it easy.

Text FIX IT to 40649
to ask community leaders to join the nonproﬁt
solution to ﬁx the confusion at the bin.
Message and data rates may apply. Text STOP to cancel or HELP for help.
Go to recycleacrossamerica.org/privacy-policy for privacy and terms

Recycle Across America is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to
expediting environmental progress by introducing society-wide standardized
labels on recycling bins to make it easy and possible for the public to begin to
recycle right® – wherever they might be.

Kristen Bell
Actress and Volunteer
“Let’s recycle right!®” Spokesperson
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Whether your
home sweet home
or hitting the
open road, Blue
by ADT can help
keep you safe.
Meet Blue at bluebyadt.com

With Blue, it’s all about you.
Stay in control of your safety and your
home with ADT Blue, Do-It-Yourself
Security that starts with you.
You decide which products you want or need.
You install it where you want it.
You control your system.
You choose what songs to play.
Whether your home or away, you can keep an eye
on your favorite people, pets, and possessions.

When you’re away, take a safety sidekick on the road.
SoSecure™, with free SOS response.
SoSecure brings the security of ADT right to your smartphone with free
24/7 professional monitoring and emergency response – just slide the SOS
button or tap chat.SoSecure provides your location and information to
911 to help enable faster response. Additional safety features such as:
Voice Activation* | CrashDetection* | Roadside Assistance* | TrackMe*

*

Available with a subscription.

© 2021 ADT. Blue by ADT. All rights reserved. The product/service names listed in this ad are marks and/or registered marks of their respective owners and used under license.
Unauthorized use strictly prohibited.
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NEED
(ORMIGHT
MIGHT WANT)
TO
KNOW
YOUYOU
NEED
(OR
WANT)
TO
KN W

TIME ZONE BRIDGE

Have you ever tHougHt about how strange our time zones are?
When you’re traveling long distances, changing time zones can
really get confusing. Idaho is one of about a dozen states that has
multiple time zones. The time zone changes in a state usually
follow a body of water or some other natural boundary. In Riggins
County, The Pacific and Mountain time zones are divided along
the Salmon River. And there's actually a place where US 95 crosses
the river called the Time Zone Bridge. So, crossing from one
side sends you over into the Pacific Time Zone; crossing
from the other side, you enter Mountain Time. The strange
part is that because of the shape of the river, you actually turn the
clock back, even though you're traveling east!

is an idiom which means a
boundary beyond which
one cannot proceed without consequences. It seems
strange because a line drawn in
the sand could easily be erased
by the tides. However, this
phrase goes back to the Roman
Empire when a Macedonian
king decided to invade Egypt
because he was short of cash.
Egypt was a Roman protectorate then and at the border, he
was met by Popillius Laenas (a
Roman senator. Popillius drew
a circle around the king and
demanded that the king retreat
before he could step out of the
circle. The king withdrew and
so the phrase came to be used
to refer to setting boundaries.

ORIGIN OF 'O’CLOCK'

Like other words in our
modern language, the history
behind the word ‘O’clock’ dates
back centuries to when things
were done differently. Clocks
became mainstream in the 14th
century. Before that, people
had other ways of telling time,
like solar time—the practice of
telling the time of day by the
position of the sun. (Think of a
sun dial.)
Telling time by the sun
and by the clock sometimes gave a different time.
Whereas the clock divided time
equally, solar time depended
on a variety of factors, like
the time of year. So, when
someone was asked the time,
people would make sure to say
whether they were giving the
solar time, or clock time.

POINT NEMO

Want to get away from it all? You can't do better than a point in the Pacific Ocean nicknamed 'Point
Nemo,' named after the famous submarine sailor from Jules Verne's Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea. (Technically, it is known as the “Oceanic Point of Inaccessibility.”)
This remote oceanic location is located about 1,670 miles from the nearest land—Ducie Island, part
of the Pitcairn Islands, to the north, Motu Nui, one of the Easter Islands, to the northeast, and Maher
Island (part of Antarctica) to the south.

A popular response was to say
something to the effect of ‘it’s 5
of the clock’, meaning you were
reading the time according to
the clock, and not another
method. Over time, this saying
was slurred to say ‘o’clock,’
which is the word we use now.
When we announce the time
‘o’clock’, we’re actually saying
that we’ve read a clock and not
a sun dial.

Apparently RSVP’ing to a wedding invitation “Maybe next time,” isn’t the correct response.

A LINE IN THE SAND

/ THE NETWORK / MAY/JUNE 2022

- 13 -

LENT

Don’t irritate old people. The older we get, the less “Life in prison” is a deterrent.

The word ‘Lent’ derives from the Old English word for
“lengthening,” as in how the days after winter growing
longer with more daylight. The word Lent also denotes the
season “Spring” in Old German, the language of Teutonic people in
northern Europe. It begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Thursday. That’s 40 days if you don’t count Sundays. Sundays are
kind of your free day. Lent’s 40 days represent Jesus’s 40 days of
fasting in the desert before he began his preaching.
Christians prepare for Easter by doing the same thing, fasting or
some sort of penance. Penance can be giving up something we
really enjoy. Lent began in the 4th century with strict rules — one
meal a day, only in the evening. No meat, no fish, no animal products. By the 15th century, Christians were allowed to eat by noon.
Eventually, fish became okay and in 1966, the Roman Catholic
Church restricted fast days to Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
What’s fasting? One meal a day or maybe two smaller meals.
The Eastern Orthodox churches and Roman Catholics, as well
as Anglicans, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and the
Methodists observe Lent. Baptists and other evangelical denominations are less likely because they say the Bible never mentions
Lent. Christians aren’t the only ones who fast. Muslims also fast
during Ramadan and Jews fast on Yom Kippur. So fasting means
one meal, abstinence means no meat and that’s on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all Fridays during Lent.

An intelligent person will open your mind,
a beautiful person will open your eyes,
and a loving kind person will open your heart.

Wooster Products Inc.
“Make Every Step a Safe One”

Supergrit® Type 231BF

PROUDLY MADE
800-321-4936
www.woosterproducts.com
sales@wooster-products.com

IN THE USA
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DÉJÀ VU

Everyone knows that if you have
the feeling you’ve experienced
an event before in real life, it’s
called déjà vu. But did you know
that there’s a different term
for if you feel like you’ve previously experienced an event
in a dream. It’s déjà rêvé.

HOW PORTLAND GOT ITS NAME

The original story of Snow White from the Brothers Grimm did
not name the dwarfs. But while Walt Disney was making the 1937
film, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, he realized the dwarfs
would be the focal point of the movie. Before settling on the Seven
Dwarfs we know today, Disney considered Chesty, Tubby,
Deafy, Hickey, Awful. Jump, Gabby, Wheezy, Nifty,
Sniffy, Lazy, Puffy, Stubby, Shorty and Burby. Many voices
were tried to help spark character names. Actor Billy Gilbert had
a terrific sneeze and inspired Sneezy. Other names came through
the process of elimination. Happy and Grumpy provided a perfect
balance. Sleepy and Bashful came naturally.
“Dopey was the toughest of all,” remembers Ham Luske, another
Snow White animator. “The boys tried to make him too much of
an imbecile, which wasn’t what we really had in mind. We wanted
to pattern him after Charlie Chaplin and tried many appropriate
voices. The voice that came closest to what we wanted sounded too
much like Doc. Then somebody suggested that maybe he shouldn’t
talk at all. That was the answer. We decided that perhaps Dopey
could talk but that he never really tried.”

CAR WINDOWS’ LITTLE BLACK DOTS

The little black dots on your car’s windshield and windows, and
the black rims that surround them, aren’t just there for decoration.
The dots date all the way back to the ’50s when car manufacturers used adhesive to hold car windows in place rather than
metal trim. The black trim around the windows (called “frits”) and
the black dots are painted onto the glass to hide the not very appealing look of the adhesive. The rims are baked into the window,
so they hold the glue and window in place. The dots serve as an
aesthetically pleasing transition from the thick black line to the
transparent window. They aren’t just there to look nice though.
They help provide temperature control. When the glass is bent to fit
into the frame of the windshield, it’s heated up. The black-painted
glass heats up faster than the rest, and the dots help to distribute
the heat more evenly and keep the glass from warping.

MARDI GRAS

Mardi Gras refers to events of the Carnival celebration, beginning on or after the Christian feasts of the Epiphany (Three Kings
Day) and culminating on the day before Ash Wednesday. Mardi
Gras is French for "Fat Tuesday", reflecting the practice of
the last night of eating rich, fatty foods before the fasting of the
Lenten season. In countries such as the United Kingdom, Mardi
Gras is more usually known as Pancake Day or (traditionally)
Shrove Tuesday (derived from the word shrive, meaning "to
administer the sacrament of confession to; to absolve").
Mardi Gras arrived in North America as a French Catholic celebration in the late 17th century, when King Louis XIV defended
France's claim on the territory of Louisiane (which included what
are now the states of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and part of
eastern Texas).
In 1723, the capital of Louisiana was moved to New Orleans. The
first Mardi Gras parade held in New Orleans took place in 1837.
The tradition in New Orleans expanded to the point that it became
synonymous with the city in popular perception and embraced
by residents of New Orleans beyond those of French or Catholic
heritage.
St. Louis, Missouri, founded in 1764 by French fur traders, claims
to host the second largest Mardi Gras celebration in the United
States. It attracts hundreds of thousands of people from around
the country. n

I really don’t mind getting older, but my body is taking it badly.

THE SEVEN DWARFS
COULD HAVE HAD VERY DIFFERENT NAMES

The two founders of the city, Francis Pettygrove and Asa Lovejoy,
each wanted the city named after their respective hometowns.
Pettygrove was from Portland, Maine and Lovejoy was from
Boston, Massachusetts. They made a deal – whoever got the
most heads in three flips of a coin would get to name the
city, then known as The Clearing. Pettygrove flipped and
got two heads, leaving the city with a name it would forever have.
The penny used in the flip, now known as the Portland Penny, is
preserved at the Oregon Historical Society.
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AFFILI TE NEWS

The largest-ever training
initiative for IFMA will
prepare current JLL facilities
managers for the “workplace
of the future.”
Jll engaged tHe InternatIonal Facility Management Association (IFMA) to
provide training to Americas-based Work
Dynamics facilities management (FM)
professionals. More than 1,200 of JLL’s
FM professionals will have the opportunity to pursue IFMA’s prestigious Facility
Management Professional™ (FMP®) credential, recognized as the “gold standard”
in the industry.
“This relationship
will empower our
facilities management teams to deliver industry-leading expertise that
helps our clients
achieve their broader business objectives,” said Cheryl
Carron, Global
é Cheryl Carron
Head,
Facilities
Management and Experience, JLL Work
Dynamics. “Providing world-class training

is a critical aspect of creating new career
paths for valuable talent and this new collaboration creates ample opportunities for
personal development and career growth,
which are essential tools for recruitment of
top facilities talent.”

that FM professionals need to develop
their workplaces. The FMP program will
upskill participants in the critical areas
of operations and management, project
management, finance and business, and
leadership and strategy.

In its first year, the multi-year agreement—
the largest training relationship in IFMA’s
history—will provide training for 1,220 JLL
professionals, powering JLL’s vision for the
workplace of the future.

“Through
this
collaboration, we
have an opportunity to elevate the
facility management profession
on a broad scale
to benefit organizations around the
world,” said Don
Gilpin, IFMA Presé Don Gilpin
ident and CEO.
“We are pleased to join forces with JLL on
the largest training initiative in our history
and working together to redefine the value
of the FM role.”

Following the Americas implementation,
the FMP program also will be offered
to JLL’s FM employees in other regions
around the world.
“Today’s FMs are essential to driving
employee engagement, on-site experience,
and creating spaces that are cost effective
and engaging. The FMP designation recognizes those individuals who are equipped
with the advanced facilities management
expertise and soft skills to deliver exceptional value to organizations,” said Sanjay
Rishi, Americas CEO, Work Dynamics,
JLL.
The rigorous IFMA FMP program builds
relevant core competencies and skills

DIVERSI NS

After Christmas break, a teacher asked
her young students how they had spent
their holidays. One small boy wrote the
following:
"We always used to spend Christmas
with Grandpa and Grandma. They used
to live here in a big brick house. But
Grandpa got retarded and they moved
to Florida. Now they live in a place with
a lot of other retarded people. They all

Since 2020, JLL has contributed funding
to the IFMA Foundation’s Global Workforce Initiative (GWI) to attract diverse
talent to careers in FM, while supporting
their long-term growth through training
opportunities. n

RETIREMENT

live in little tin boxes. They ride on big
three-wheeled tricycles and they all wear
name tags because they don't know who
they are. They go to a big building called
a ‘wrecked hall’, but if it was wrecked,
they got it fixed because it's alright now.
They play games and do exercise there, but
they don't do them very good.
There is a swimming pool there. They go into
it and just stand there with their hats on.
I guess they don't remember how to swim.
As you go into their park, there's a dollhouse with a man sitting in it. He watches
all day so they can't get out without him
seeing them. When they can sneak out, they
go to the beach and pick up shells.

My Grandma used to bake cookies and
stuff, but I guess she forgot how. Nobody
cooks. They just eat out. They eat the
same thing every night called "early
birds". Some of the people are so retarded they don't know how to cook at all,
so my Grandma and Grandpa bring food
into the wrecked hall and they call it
"pot luck".
My Grandma, says Grandpa worked all
his life and earned his retardment I wish
they'd move back up here, but I guess
the little man in the doll house won't let
them out.”

It turns out that being an adult now is mostly just googling how to do stuff.

JLL ENGAGES IFMA TO UPSKILL
AMERICAS-BASED FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONALS

UPGRADE YOUR
BPM. UPGRADE
YOUR HEALTH.
BPM CONNECT
CLINICALLY VALIDATED

Wi-Fi Smart Blood
Pressure Monitor

The smartest way to manage blood pressure.
BPM Connect is a Wi-Fi blood pressure monitor providing clinically validated blood pressure and
heart rate measurements with immediate feedback on the device and full data history in the app.

Learn more at withings.com

Also available at

FSA eligible directly on
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TR E DAT
The Eiffel Tower was originally intended for
Barcelona. The Spanish city thought the design
would be an eyesore, so Gustave Eiffel pitched it to
Paris instead, as a temporary landmark during its
1889 International Exposition. French critics didn’t
like it much either though.

FORTUNE COOKIES ARE
AN AMERICAN INVENTION.
THEY WERE INVENTED BY MAKOTO
HAGIWARA OF SAN FRANCISCO
IN THE 1890S AND SOLD AT THE
GOLDEN GATE PARK’S JAPANESE
TEA GARDEN.

ANTARCTICA IS THE WORLD’S LARGEST DESERT.
IT COVERS THE ANTARCTICA CONTINENT—
ROUGHLY 5.5 MILLION SQUARE MILES. THE
SAHARA DESERT COVERS ROUGHLY 3.6 MILLION
SQUARE MILES, AND, SURPRISINGLY, ONLY 1/4 OF
THE SAHARA DESERT IS SANDY; THE REST
IS COVERED IN GRAVEL, MOUNTAIN RANGES
AND OASES.

In England, pigeon
poop is the property
of the Crown. Because
pigeon poop could be
used to make
gunpowder, King
George I declared all
pigeon poop to be
property of the Crown
in the 18th century.

Nebraska’s official
state slogan is
“Nebraska:
Honestly, it’s not
for everyone.”

Koalas have unique
fingerprints. So do
chimpanzees and
gorillas. But koala
fingerprints are so
similar to human
fingerprints that
even forensic
scientists have a
hard time telling
a koala fingerprint
from a human
one.

The Roman – Persian
wars are the longest
in history, lasting over
The Philippines (the 13th most populous country in
680 years. They began
the world) is an archipelago, which means it’s made
in 54 BC and ended
up of a group of islands—7,641 islands, to be exact.
in 628 AD.
(Only about 2000 of them are inhabited.) That
number does not include the thousands of sandbars
and other landforms that emerge during low tide.

UNTIL 2015, IT WAS
ILLEGAL TO DANCE IN JAPAN
AFTER MIDNIGHT BASED
ON A LAW INTRODUCED IN
1948 TO CRACK DOWN ON
DANCE HALLS THAT ACTED
AS FRONTS FOR ILLICIT
ACTIVITIES. IT WAS ONLY
REVOKED IN 2015.

Dr. James Naismith
invented basketball. And
yet, he’s the only Kansas
Jayhawks basketball coach
with a losing record.

In the Ancient Olympics,
athletes performed naked.
They did this to imitate the
Gods, and also to help them
easily clear toxins from their
skin through sweating. In
fact, the word “gymnastics”
comes from the Ancient
Greek words “gumnasía”
(“athletic training, exercise”)
and “gumnós” (“naked”).

I miss the 90’s when bread was still good for you and no one knew what kale was.

The United States Post Office began its Parcel
Post service for fourth-class mail on January 1,
1913. Almost anything could be mailed parcel
post, including day-old chicks, baby alligators, and
honeybees. Only items that could be dangerous
to handle could not be sent that way. It wasn’t long
before parents found an interesting loophole. Later
the same month, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Beauge of
Glen Este, Ohio, sent their young son via Rural
Free Delivery one mile to his grandmother’s house.
They paid 15¢ for the stamps and insured their son
for $50. Later that month, a family in Pine Hollow,
Pennsylvania mailed their daughter to relatives in
Clay Hollow at a cost of 45¢. On February 19, 1914,
five-year-old May Pierstorff’s parents in Grangeville,
Idaho, sent their daughter to visit her grandparents
73 miles away. They placed 53¢ in stamps on her
coat and handed her over to the postal worker on
the railway mail train, who also happened to be a
relative. Despite her safe delivery to her grandmother’s doorstep, once Postmaster General Albert
S. Burleson heard her story, he officially prohibited
postal workers from accepting humans to be mailed.
Nevertheless, a woman mailed her six-year-old
daughter 720 miles from Florida to Virginia the
following year for 15¢. The last known instance of
a child being mailed came in August 1915, when
three-year-old Maud Smith was mailed from her
grandparents to her sick mother in Kentucky.

Scotland is famous for its love for and long history of
myths and legends. It should come as no surprise that
a fabled creature -the unicorn- is Scotland’s national
animal. While the animal is mythological, the ideals it
represents are what make it perfect, because like this
proud beast, Scots would fight to remain unconquered.
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AFFILI TE NEWS

Do you ever get up in the morning, look in the mirror and think “That can’t be right.”

BoMa San antonIo'S Community
Service Committee recently brought some
springtime joy to The Battered Women and
Children's Shelter. A classic BBQ-style
dinner was served, and there were arts and
crafts, an egg hunt, and a cascarones battle.
The Easter Bunny made a surprise visit to
pass out chocolate bunnies and hugs, and
provide photo ops. n

DIVERSI NS

New York Slang
You good = Are you ok?
You good = You are ok.
You good = How have you been?
You good = Did you get enough?

You good = You're welcome
You good = Stop talking to me
You good = No need to say sorry
You good = You need some money?
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AFFILI TE NEWS

a new report froM the NAIOP Research
Foundation predicts that as the pandemic has increased office vacancy rates, a
rising need for medical, life science and
multifamily spaces offers a solution. The
report, “New Uses for Office Buildings:
Life Science, Medical and Multifamily
Conversions,” was authored by Emil
Malizia, Ph.D., CRE, Research Professor
of City and Regional Planning at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and
President of Malizia & Associates, LLC.

is leading property owners and developers
to actively seek alternative uses for these
office properties. Strong demand exists
for life science lab space, medical
office space and rental apartments
in many markets due in part to the
continuing threat of new viruses, chronic
health conditions, an aging population and
migration to cities or from one area of the
country to another.”

• Permits and other approvals are easier
to obtain than for new construction. Life
science and medical office uses are usually
permitted by an office building’s current
zoning. Conversion of an existing building
to multifamily use in a commercial area
will usually encounter less community
opposition than new construction in a
residential area.
• Conversions can be completed more
quickly, and material and labor costs are
lower than for new construction. These
advantages are more pronounced when
new construction would require demolishing an existing building, which can add
substantial time and cost to a project.
• Conversion projects are more environmentally friendly than new construction.
Conversion preserves the carbon that is
embodied in an existing building’s structure, and less energy and fewer carbonintensive building materials are needed
than for most new construction.

é Thomas J. Bisacquino

é Emil Malizia

“Although it is difficult to estimate the
amount of office space that will become
available as long-term leases expire in
the years ahead, there will probably be an
excess supply of office buildings in most
markets,” the report states. “This outcome

DIVERSI NS

“Use of office space has changed as the
pandemic propelled remote work and
hybrid schedules for traditional office
workers,” said Thomas J. Bisacquino,
president and CEO of NAIOP. “This leaves
the potential for older and empty office
space to be converted into uses that are
in greater demand creating a best-case
scenario for office owners and developers
as well as the sectors that need space.”

• In some cases, a building can be partially leased during the conversion. Tenants
can lease and occupy floors that are not
currently undergoing conversion. This
additional income can lower project risk
and increase returns.
Finally, the report notes that, “property
conversions and reuse offer a viable way to
meet market demand and mitigate greenhouse gas emissions.”
Read or download the whole report HERE.n

STRANDED ON A DESERTED ISLAND
There was a cruise ship going through
some rough waters that ended up sinking
just off the coast of a small, deserted island.
There were only 3 survivors—2 guys and
a girl. They lived there for a couple of
years doing what was natural for men and
women.
After several years of casual sex all the
time, the girl felt really bad about what
she had been doing. She felt having sex

with both guys was so bad that she killed
herself. It was very tragic, but the two
guys managed to get through it and,
after a while, nature once more took its
inevitable course.
A couple more years passed, and the
guys began to feel absolutely horrible
about what they were doing. So, they
buried her.

As I watch this new generation try to rewrite our history, one thing I’m sure of....it will be misspelled and have no punctuation.

This report reveals that converting
an existing office building can
offer several advantages over new
construction:
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WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE

THE W AWARDS
BrItISH-IranIan arcHItect farSHId
MouSSavI has been named the winner of
the 2022 Jane Drew Prize for elevating
the profile of women in architecture. The
Jane Drew prize (which is named after
modernist pioneer Jane Drew) is awarded
annually by The Architectural Review and
Architects' Journal as part of its W awards
series (previously known as the Women in
Architecture awards).

Confuse your doctor by putting on rubber gloves at the same time he does.

Born in 1965, Moussavi studied to
become an architect at Harvard's Graduate School of Design (GSD), University College London and University
of Dundee, and, while practicing as an
architect, she teaches at Harvard's GSD
and is a board member of New Architecture Writers. Among her key projects
is the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Cleveland, a four-story building with
faceted walls clad in mirrored black
stainless steel (pictured at right). She is
currently designing the first Ismaili Center
in the USA in Houston.

Museum of Contemporary Art in Cleveland

Moussavi joins Denise Scott Brown
(2017), Yasmeen Lari (2020) and Kate
Macintosh (2021) on the illustrious list of
architects to have won the prize.
Coinciding with the Jane Drew Prize,
British-Palestinian artist Mona Hatoum
has been named by the W awards as the
recipient of its Ada Louise Huxtable
Prize for 2022. The award (named after
American architecture critic Ada Louise
Huxtable) honors women contributing to
the wider architectural industry. Hatoum
was selected in recognition of her explorations of gender through the lens of the
domestic world.
To mark International Women's Day in
2021, dezeen magazine asked 22 of the
world's most inspirational women architects and designers to nominate another
woman who should be better known for
their work. Here is their list: 22 Women
Architects and Designers You Should
Know. n

Farshid Moussavi

Kate Macintosh
Denise Scott Brown

“The one thing all humans share
is that we all inhabit the same
limited amount of real estate,
which is Planet Earth.”
Bjarke Ingels

Yasmeen Lari

Mona Hatoum

Feature
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ScHeduled to Break ground in Austin
later this year, a collaborative effort of
Lennar (one of the nation’s leading homebuilders) and ICON (an Austin-based
construction technologies company) will
become the largest community of 3Dprinted homes to date. The 100-home community will be codesigned by acclaimed
architecture firm, BIG-Bjarke Ingels
Group. The relationship between Lennar
and ICON began with Lennar’s investment in Austin-based ICON’s recent
$207-million financing round and offers a
promising path toward delivering affordable, technology-driven homes that meet
rising demand.
ICON’s 3D printing technology produces
resilient, energy-efficient homes faster
than conventional construction methods
with less waste and more design freedom –
keeping construction projects on schedule
and on budget. Designed and engineered
from the ground up for volume 3D printing
of homes with precision and speed, their
Vulcan construction system can deliver
homes and structures up to 3,000 square
feet that are built to the International Building Code (IBC) structural code standard
and expected to last as long or longer than
standard concrete masonry unit (CMU)
built homes. And they maintain that their
proprietary wall system and advanced
materials are stronger and longer lasting
than traditional building materials and
provide safer, more resilient homes that
are designed to withstand extreme
weather, greatly reduce the impact of
natural disasters, and be printed at high
speeds and at scale.
“ICON exists as a response to the global
housing crisis and to put our technology in

towards making our homes more
resilient, sustainable, and energy
self-sufficient.”

service to the world,” said co-founder and
CEO Jason Ballard. “Construction-scale
3D printing not only delivers higherquality homes faster and more affordably,
but fleets of printers can change the way
that entire communities are built for the
better. The United States faces a deficit
of approximately 5 million new homes,
so there is a profound need to swiftly
increase supply without compromising
quality, beauty, or sustainability and that
is exactly the strength of our technology. It
is an honor and a huge milestone for (us)
to partner with Lennar, an elite top-tier
homebuilder with a commitment to innovation. We believe this will be a watershed
moment in the history of community-scale
development and the future breaking into
the present.”
“Additive manufacturing has the potential
to revolutionize the built environment as
it gets adopted by the industry at scale,”
said Martin Voelkle, a partner in the BIGBjarke Ingels Group. “By partnering with
ICON and Lennar, we are able to see this
new technology roll out to the widest possible audience. The 3D-printed architecture and the photovoltaic roofs
are innovations that are significant
steps towards reducing waste in
the construction process, as well as

Lennar’s investment in ICON’s Series B
financing round in August was facilitated
by LENX, which drives a focused strategy
within Lennar to integrate technology solutions across the homebuilding industry.
With a clearly defined strategy of investing
in technology companies directly adjacent
to Lennar’s core homebuilding operations
and a disciplined investment process,
LENX provides hands-on mentorship and
guidance from senior leaders of Lennar’s
management team and a marquee opportunity to provide products and technology
to Lennar customers, allowing portfolio
companies to scale at an unprecedented pace.

“Labor and material shortages are two of
the biggest factors pushing the dream of
home ownership out of reach for many
American families,” said Eric Feder,
President of LENX. “Lennar has always
expanded the boundaries of technological
innovation to keep quality homes affordable and 3D printing is an immensely
encouraging approach. We are excited to
collaborate with ICON to develop solutions
to emerging challenges in the coming
years.” n

My wife asked me to take her to one of those restaurants where they make food right in front of you. I took her to Subway.

3D-PRINTED HOMES
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I picked up a hitchhiker. He asked if I wasn’t afraid, he might be a serial killer?
I told him the odds of two serial killers being in the same car were extremely unlikely.

THE MUSEUM OF THE FUTURE IS HERE NOW
duBaI IS tHe capItal and most populous
city of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
Established in the 18th century as a small
fishing village, the city grew rapidly in the
early 21st century into a cosmopolitan
metropolis with a focus on tourism and
hospitality. It is one of the world's most
popular tourist destinations, has the
second most five-star hotels in the world,
and is home to the tallest building in the
world, the Burj Khalifa. In 2020, the population was 3.64 million people.
Initially, the UAE was referred to as the
Trucial States before it was renamed in

1971. The Trucial States were initially
made up of six states: Dubai, Sharjah, Al
Fujayrah, Quwayn, Abu Dhabi, and Ajman.
After these states gained their independence from Great Britain in 1971, they
formed an alliance and rebranded to be
known as the United Arab Emirates.
While oil revenue helped accelerate the
development of the city of Dubai, it was
already a major mercantile hub, relying
on revenues from trade, tourism, aviation,
real estate, and financial services. (Oil
production actually contributed less than
1% of the emirate's GDP in 2018, at which

time the population was 2.9 million.) This
great growth has brought more wealth and,
along with it, some of the world’s most
awesome architecture. [In September of
2017, we featured the skyscrapers of the
neighboring emirate of Abu Dhabi (just 80
miles away) and in the May-June issue of
2020, we featured the phenomenal buildings of the Dubai Expo.]

Now, a museum in Dubai dedicated to the
future, which has been called "the most
beautiful building in the world" by
the emirate's ruler, Sheikh Mohammed

Feature
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I went line dancing last night. OK, it was a roadside sobriety test - Same thing.

- 24 -

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, is officially open
to the public. Designed by local studio Killa
Design, the museum is alongside Dubai's
elevated train line, a short distance from
the world's tallest building—the Burj
Khalifa. It was designed to be and
indeed instantly became an architectural and cultural icon.
The building is about 253 feet tall. It sits
on a grass-covered mound and consists of
an elongated ring shape with a void at its
center. The seven-story building contains
a combination of exhibits dedicated to
the future and workshops for testing and
developing emerging technology. It is a
'living museum', constantly adapting and

metamorphosing as its very environment
drives continual and iterative change to
its exhibits and attractions. Five floors of
gallery space contain exhibits dedicated
to space exploration, a digital recreation
of the Amazon rainforest and prototypes
of future products. It has a 1,000-seat
multi-use hall, a 345-seat lecture theatre as
well as numerous laboratory spaces. The
steel structure has no internal columns.
Watch a video about this astounding
building HERE. n

Keep Your Properties
Connected, Everywhere.

Your clients need impeccable cellular signal to conduct business and stay
connected.
From small oﬃces to sprawling hospitals, WilsonPro oﬀers scalable solutions for
boosting cell service in any location.
Future-proofed for 5G, our systems work with all carrier networks.
WilsonPro cellular signal repeaters prevent dropped calls and improve data speeds.
We provide installation, support, and cloud capabilities to optimize cellular coverage
in any building.

How WilsonPro Works
1
1
The outside antenna picks up faint
cell signal from far away towers.

2
The repeater ampliﬁes and
strengthens that signal.

3
The inside antennas broadcast the
improved signal in the building.

wilsonpro.com

2
3
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HOW MUCH REAL ESTATE
COULD YOU BUY FOR $1 MILLION?

If you think you are old, you will be old. Think you are young, and you will be…delusional.
You’re not fat; you’re just easier to see.

“There are three things that matter in property: location, location, location”

tHoSe are wordS froM Harold Samuel, a
British real-estate mogul from the 1900s.
Broadly speaking, it’s a quote that still
holds true—property values in the world’s
best cities have always been worth a pretty
penny. Of course, certain cities simply hold
more appeal for wealthy people, and as a
result, competition in the prime real estate
market can be fierce.

The scarcity of real estate is driven by
trends such as urbanization — the migration of people into cities. While the
first examples of cities were built
thousands of years ago, it was only
recently that the majority of the
population began to live in them. In
fact, the urban population just overtook the
rural population for the first time in 2007.

To learn more about the sky-high cost of
prime property in cities, the infographic
on the opposite page visualizes data from
Knight Frank’s Prime International Residential Index (PIRI 100).
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WHAT’S A MILLION DOLLARS GOOD FOR?
The following table lists the number of square feet that you could buy with one million
dollars in various cities. There are more cities on this list than in the graphic to create a
more comprehensive comparison.

DIVERSI NS
PRISON VS. WORK

I refused to believe father, the road worker, was stealing from his job, but when I got home all the signs were there.

City

Country

Total sf of prime property
$1 million U.S. dollars can
buy

Monaco

Monaco

157

Hong Kong

China

229

London

United Kingdom

329

New York

United States

358

Singapore

Singapore

381

Geneva

Switzerland

399

Sydney

Australia

446

Shanghai

China

452

Los Angeles

United States

454

behavior with more work.

Paris

France

455

IN PRISON... A guard locks and

Beijing

China

601

Tokyo

Japan

692

Berlin

Germany

786

Miami

United States

833

Melbourne

Australia

907

Madrid

Spain

1136

Mumbai

India

1164

Dubai

UAE

1469

Cape Town

South Africa

2363

São Paulo

Brazil

2759

WHAT IS PRIME REAL ESTATE?
Knight Frank defines it as “the most desirable and expensive property in the area,
generally defined as the top 5% of the
market by value.” This suggests that the
prices shown are on the upper end of the
scale, and that more attainable homes are
available.
Monaco, the most expensive city on this
list, is incredibly land-constrained with an
area of just 0.78 square miles. For context,
New York’s Central Park is 1.31 square
miles in size. In second place is Hong
Kong, which has become notorious for

its difficult real estate market. Just 7% of
the city is zoned for residential use, which
pushes many of its citizens into sub-100-sf
micro apartments. These housing units
offer grim living standards and are often
referred to as “coffin homes.” On the other
side of the spectrum, Hong Kong recently
set the record for the most expensive home
in Asia. A 3,378-sf penthouse sold for $59
million in 2021 (translating to $17,500 per
square foot). n

IN PRISON... You spend the majority of
your time in an 8x10 cell.
AT WORK... You spend most of your
time in a 6x8 cubicle.
IN PRISON... You get three meals a day.
AT WORK... You only get a break for 1
meal and you have to pay for it.

IN PRISON... You get time off for good

behavior.

AT WORK... You get rewarded for good

unlocks all the doors for you.
AT WORK... You must carry around a
security card and unlock and open all the
doors yourself.

IN PRISON... You can watch TV and
play games.

AT WORK... You get fired for watching
TV and playing games.

IN PRISON... You get your own toilet.
AT WORK... You have to share.
IN PRISON... They allow your family

and friends to visit.
AT WORK... You cannot even speak to
your family and friends.
IN PRISON... All expenses are paid by
taxpayers with no work required.
AT WORK... You get to pay all the
expenses to go to work and then they
deduct taxes from your salary to pay for
prisoners.

IN PRISON... You spend most of your

life looking through bars from the inside
wanting to get out.
AT WORK... You spend most of your
time wanting to get out and go inside bars.

IN PRISON... You deal with sadistic

wardens.

AT WORK...They are called supervisors.
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THE MOST
POPULOUS CITIES
IN THE WORLD
More tHan Half of the world’s population currently lives in cities—and as time
goes on, it’s clear that more urban dwellers
will find themselves living in megacities.
Megacities are defined as urban
areas with a population of more than
10 million people. This means that the
world’s top 20 most populous cities are all
megacities. This visualization, using data
from Macrotrends, shows the 20 most
populous cities in the world.
Today, more than 80% of people in higher
income countries find themselves living in
urban areas, and in upper-middle income
countries the number lies between 50-80%.
Rural-to-urban migration is an increasingly relevant trend in the 21st century. Prospects of better job opportunities and higher
wages, along with shifts from agrarian to
industrial and service-based economies,
are causing mass movement to cities.

HOW MUCH HAVE
THE WORLD’S FIVE
MOST POPULOUS CITIES
GROWN IN JUST
THE LAST DECADE?

Rank

City

2010 Population

2020 Population

% Change

#1

Tokyo

36,834,000

37,393,000

1.5%

#2

Delhi

21,935,000

30,291,000

38.1%

#3

Shanghai

19,980,000

27,058,000

35.4%

#4

São Paulo

19,660,000

22,043,000

12.1%

#5

Mexico City

20,132,000

21,782,000

8.2%

THE MOST POPULOUS CITIES TODAY
While Tokyo is the world’s most populous
city with 37,393,000 people, this number is
leveling out due to declining birth rates and
an aging population. Indian and Chinese
cities, on the other hand, will continue to
grow rapidly in the coming years. In fact,
it’s expected that Delhi’s population could
surpass Tokyo’s by 2028.
By 2035, it’s projected that Bangalore
(India) and Lahore (Pakistan) will boot
Tianjin, China and Buenos Aires, Argentina from the top 20 largest cities. And,
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and Chennai are all

expected to meet the megacity definition
by 2035.
Urban growth will continue mainly in Asia
and Africa, as some cities in regions such
as Europe actually begin to shrink in population due to aging citizens and declining
birth rates. Since 2012, deaths in the EU
have actually been outpacing births—and
in 2019, there were 4.7 million deaths
compared to 4.2 million births, though net
migration kept population numbers from
falling.

While there are certainly downsides
to mass urbanization, like pollution
and overcrowding, the upsides
clearly outweigh the negatives for
most people. Convenience, better jobs,
easier access to social services, and higher
wages are among the many reasons people
are likely to continue to move to cities, even
in the post-COVID era.
With the emergence of smart and green
cities, the quality of life for many urban
dwellers will likely continue to improve,
and more large urban areas will morph
into megacities. n

PMS jokes are not funny — period!

RAPID URBANIZATION
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REAL ESTATE IS A LONG-TERM HOLD.
BUT IT NEEDS EQUITY TO MATCH

I recently decided to sell my vacuum cleaner — all it was doing was gathering dust.

wHen I waS an analyst working in real
estate private equity, I was amazed at
how few options were available to owners
of real estate wanting to raise long-term
equity capital. These owners had owned
and managed their properties for years,
adding significant value through leasing,
capital improvement plans, and repositioning assets to be more competitive in
their local markets. Some owners built
the assets from the ground up. But despite
the knowledge and expertise they had
amassed about their properties - and from
what I could see, they were clearly the best
stewards for these assets - they inevitably
confronted a need to create liquidity for
their investors. The eventual sale would
transfer title to another entity and all of
that accumulated knowledge and potential
for scale went out the window, along with
any participation in future upside.
At the same time I saw this playing out, I
also lamented how few opportunities there
were to gain direct exposure to commercial
real estate investments. Limited partnership interests were only available to a select
group of accredited investors and often
came with high minimums and limited
options for liquidity. LP capital is usually
tied up for many years, and if there is any
opportunity to liquidate prior to a sale, it
comes at a steep cost.
ALTERNATIVE TRADING SYSTEM

In 2017, my partners and I set out to solve
this two-sided problem. With the regulatory framework of the JOBS Act as our
guide, we built our own alternative trading
system (ATS), partnered with NASDAQ,
and began the painstaking process of
vetting various structures. We hoped to
give owners another tool to monetize a
portion of embedded value without losing
control by raising perpetual, passive
equity. For investors, accredited and
non-accredited alike, we aimed to expand
access, reduce costs, and enable the buying
and selling of direct ownership interests via
a fully connected financial marketplace.
Owners never have to replace the equity,
and investors own securities with tickers,
CUSIPs and can be held in any brokerage
account.
Fast forward to today where there is a significant amount of embedded equity tied

BY
DREW STERRETT

other side of the trade, over 500 investors
are participating pro-rata, pari-passu with
the owner on all future cash distributions.

é 286 Lenox Avenue

up in commercial real estate after years of
increasing cash flows and asset appreciation. Over the past few years, there have
certainly been winners and losers. Owners
of industrial, self-storage and multifamily assets have seen strong
demand for space and rising rents,
especially in the sunbelt and other
markets benefiting from positive
net migration in the wake of COVID.
Losers have been business-oriented
hotels, non-grocery anchored retail
and lesser quality office properties
in the urban core, especially in cities
that suffered population declines.
In my conversations with owners, I hear
aspirations of creating generational assets
for their families and returning capital but
still wanting control. The platforms that
have been built over the years have become
local sharpshooters able to recognize and
create value as they expand their footprint
with each new acquisition or development.
To maximize value, owners need access to
more equity recap tools so that asset sales
aren’t the only option.
ACCESSIBLE TO ALMOST EVERYONE

At LEX, we have heard the growing
demands of owners and investors and are
quickly expanding our reach. In March, we
closed on our first public IPO of a single
asset - a three-story mixed-use building in
New York City. The building at 286 Lenox
Ave is fully leased to a Wells Fargo retail
branch and two established non-profit
office tenants. The building is across the
street from a Whole Foods, a quick walk
to a subway station and in a vibrant residential and commercial area. Through an
IPO with LEX, the owner is taking some
equity off the table to redeploy into other
projects while maintaining control and
participating in additional gains. On the

Our next IPO to launch is a fully leased multifamily property in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Seattle, one of the strongest
employment markets in the country. The
building has been built to Passive House
standards, allowing the owner and tenants
of the building to achieve significant cost
savings while drastically reducing its
carbon footprint. Investors will soon have
the opportunity to participate in future
growth alongside the owner.
These are just some of the real estate
stories that resonate with investors - good
cash flow in established markets, experienced sponsors with future upside potential. Rising interest rates may put pressure
on property cash flows and, at certain
levels, will dampen transaction volume.
But property fundamentals are strong and
are expected to strengthen further.
Over time, there will be opportunities to
create more investment options that cater
to all appetites, not just core/core plus.
And there will also be opportunities to
put money behind other strategies such as
with our upcoming deal in Seattle, a vote
for Passive House standards. Investors
will be able to put money behind their
passions. But regardless of the asset type
or submarket or socially responsible strategy, the experience will ultimately be the
same - investors can walk by an asset they
own or buy a coffee at a business leasing
space in their building. This is the tangible
engagement that makes commercial real
estate unique.
There are so many great real estate stories
out there, and I hope to introduce some
of them into the public markets. Owners
stand to benefit by partnering with investors and raising long-term equity better
suited to match the long-term decisionmaking required to maximize value. n
Drew Sterrett is the Co-Founder and Co-CEO
of LEX Markets.
drew@lex-markets.com

Investing

CREATIVE INVESTING
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AMERICA’S FAVORITE

acknowledged that the rankings did not represent architects'
professional judgments, but instead reflected people's "emotional connections" to buildings. As a result, many buildings that architects consider highly significant did not make the list.
In our March-April issue, we presented the top fifteen. This is
Part 2 of our 10 part series and here are 16-30. n

Rank

Structure

City

State Architect(s)

Built

Style

16

St. Regis

New York

NY

Trowbridge & Livingston

1904

Beaux-Arts

17

Metropolitan Museum of Art

New York

NY

Calvert Vaux; McKim, Mead & White;
Richard Morris Hunt; Kevin Roche;
John Dinkeloo

1895– 2012

Beaux-Arts

18

Hotel Del Coronado

Coronado

CA

James W. Reid

1888

Victorian

19

World Trade Center (original
towers)

New York

NY

Minoru Yamasaki

1966–75

Modern

20

Brooklyn Bridge

New York

NY

John Augustus Roebling

1869-83

Gothic Revival

21

Philadelphia City Hall

Philadelphia

PA

John McArthur Jr.

1871–1901

Second Empire

22

Bellagio Hotel and Casino

Las Vegas

NV

Deruyter Butler; Atlandia Design

1995–98

Italianate

23

Cathedral of St. John the Divine

New York

NY

Heins & La Farge; Ralph Adams Cram

1892–1911

Gothic Revival

24

Philadelphia Museum of Art

Philadelphia

PA

Horace Trumbauer, Zantzinger, Borie,
and Medary

1919–28

Neoclassical

25

Trinity Church

Boston

MA

Henry Hobson Richardson

1872–77

Richardsonian
Romanesque

26

Ahwahnee Hotel

Yosemite
Valley

CA

Gilbert Stanley Underwood

1926–27

National Park
Service Rustic

27

Monticello

Charlottesville VA

Thomas Jefferson

1768–1826

Georgian

28

Library of Congress

Washington

DC

John L. Smithmeyer and Paul J. Pelz

1890–97

Beaux-Arts

29

Fallingwater

Mill Run

PA

Frank Lloyd Wright

1936-39

Modern/Organic

30

Taliesin

Spring Green

WI

Frank Lloyd Wright

1911–59

Prairie School

16

17

18

19

“I like a woman with a head on her shoulders. I hate necks.” (Steve Martin)

aS part of tHe commemoration of the organization's 150th
anniversary in 2007, the American Institute of Architects (AIA)
announced the list of the 150 highest-ranked structures as
"America's Favorite Architecture". It was based upon a study
by Harris Interactive over the course of two years polling a
sample of the AIA membership and later polling a sample of the
public. The public's preferences were ranked using a "likeability" scale developed for the study. AIA president R.K. Stewart

RCHITECTURE

24
23

22
21
20

28
27

29

I got gas for $1.39 today. Unfortunately, it was at Taco Bell.

26
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AMAZ NG BU LDINGS
BY
ANGELA
O’BYRNE

BUILDING BRAND-FIRST

BIG’S CONSUMER DESTINATIONS
vISItorS to Italy Have plenty
of pilgrimages to choose from.
You can tread the cobblestones of Florence to see
Botticelli’s “Birth of Venus”
at the Uffizi galleries. You can
charter a gondola to peep the
underside of Venice’s famous
Rialto Bridge. And soon,
you’ll be able to make the trek
to mountainous Brembana
Valley in northern Italy to seek
the source of San Pellegrino,

one of the world’s best loved
mineral waters. It’s a trip that
hydration fanatic Leonardo Da
Vinci made in 1509, inspiring a
treatise on the subject of water.
In those days, San Pellegrino
was a far humbler alpine
destination.
THE SAN PELLEGRINO
FLAGSHIP FACTORY

Once the San Pellegrino Flagship Factory is completed in

2022 or 2023, pilgrims will find
a state-of-the art, $95 million
headquarters. Serving as a bottling plant, visitors’ center, and
monument to the green-bottled
brand, the Flagship is the
effervescent
brainchild
of Danish architecture
firm Bjarke Ingels Group
(BIG), selected in an international design competition
for the job.

As one might expect at a cathedral to mineral water, a sense
of geology is at the heart of
the experience. The building’s
storytelling is meant to evoke
the thirty-year journey of San
Pellegrino’s flagship product
from the summit of the mountain to its source. And in the
building’s courtyard, visitors
can see a core sample of the
mountain’s stratified rock that
gives the water its mineral
quality.
Aesthetically, the complex is
inspired by classical Italian
forms. Visitors are welcomed by an open piazza of
undulating brick and a wall
of minimal stone archways.
These simple arches dominate
the complex, acting as porticos,
bridges,
and
sculptures
throughout. The overall effect
is to distill a history of architecture into a single expression

Don’t you hate it when someone answers their own questions? I do.

Feature
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My wife just found out I replaced our bed with a trampoline. She hit the ceiling!

as timeless as the water that’s
bottled there.
However, there’s clearly another inspiration for the building’s
sensibility: San Pellegrino’s
brand itself. Inviting but
austere, aspirational but
democratic, the project
feels just as informed by a
high-level creative brief as
much as it does by architectural drawings.
At some point—long ago—the
idea of a “brand” was straightforward. Designed to help differentiate a company’s product
or service from the competition, a brand might include
a company’s name, logo, and
color palette. Today, however,
the concept of “brand” has
grown to encompass myriad
associated concepts, from
sponsored content creation to
meticulously planned experiences to apparel partnerships.
The idea is that consumers
will form a positive collective
impression from these disparate touch points and,
ideally, buy more of your
company’s fizzy water instead
of someone else’s. Unsurprisingly, brand thinking has also
entered the architectural realm,
guiding decisions at the highest
levels.
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THE PLUS

Branded architecture also
drives another of BIG’s highprofile projects: The Plus.
Designed for Norwegian
outdoor furniture brand Vestre,
The Plus bills itself as the
world’s most environmentally friendly furniture factory.
Acting as a manufacturing
plant plus a visitors’ center, it’s
not hard to glean the reason for
the all-in-one building’s name.
It’s also shaped like a giant plus
sign. In the world of branding,
subtlety isn’t as important as
clarity and consistency.
Vibrant and whimsical, the
facility is a LEGO–futurist
marvel that practically shouts
Vestre’s five-point brand manifesto at every turn. Brightly
color-coded to elucidate the
furniture-building process, the

interiors resemble something
between a giant subway map
and a board game for toddlers.
Curious visitors can follow
furniture’s progress across
the four wings: Wood Factory,
Color Factory, Assembly, and
Warehouse.
Nestled in a forest, The Plus
is surrounded tightly by
trees, while the building’s
circular-open-air hub brings
the outside in with a playful
spiral staircase. Snaking paths
surround the facility, encouraging visitors to explore, play,
and even camp out near the
factory. For a company that
builds bike racks, picnic tables,
and planters for public use,
it’s only fitting that the headquarters feels inviting, encouraging, and filled with wonder
for nature.
In a sense, branded headquarters are nothing new. Every

corporate visitors' center ever
built has made some attempt
to turn curious fans into lifelong loyalists. However, what
may be new is the BIG’s ability
to elegantly translate a brand’s
intangible qualities into designed space. If more brands
boasted a headquarters as
compelling as San Pellegrino
or Vestre, it’s entirely plausible that we’d start to see an
emergence of another kind of
tourism: the brand pilgrimage.
Already common for breweries,
distilleries, and vineyards,
one can easily imagine eager
tourists planning their vacations around seeing the homes
of the brands they love best. n

Angela O’Byrne, FAIA, is President
of Perez, APC, a 70+ year-old architecture, planning, interior design,
and construction firm. She is also a
Contributing Editor of

aobyrne@e-perez.com

Architecture
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THE 2022 PRITZKER PRIZE IS AWARDED TO
firms championing design as a catalyst for
the greater good. With the selection of
Kéré, the Pritzker committee continues
that pursuit, with increased attention
to sustainability, both in terms of environment and community. Kéré employs
large numbers of Burkinabé citizens with
jobs in carpentry, welding, brick making,
masonry, and painting, ensuring that the
local community benefits from his projects.

é

Diébédo Francis Kéré

In tHe world of architecture, there’s no
bigger award than the annual Pritzker
Architecture Prize. As we’ve noted before, it
is to architecture what the Nobel Prize is to
literature. On March 15th, it was announced that the 2022 Pritzker Prize was
awarded to 56-year-old architect,
Diébédo Francis Kéré. In addition to the
bronze medallion, the Burkina Faso-born
architect will receive $100,000 and,
more significantly, his name will now be
included in the same echelon as past
Pritzker winners: Philip Johnson, James
Stirling, Rem Koolhaas, Zaha Hadid, Oscar
Niemeyer, I.M. Pei, Norman Foster, and
Tadao Ando, just to name a few.

Kéré was born in 1965 in Gando, Burkina
Faso—the eldest son of the village chief.
He grew up without electricity or access
to clean drinking water. He moved away
at a young age and became the only child
in his family to attend school, graduating
from the Technical University of Berlin in
2004. He returned to Burkina Faso, where
he flourished and provided his community with much needed infrastructure and
opened his firm (Kéré Architecture) in
2005, with offices in Berlin and Burkina
Faso.

The designs of this year’s laureate range
from the /05/ Startup Lions Campus in
Kenya to a /01/ series of teachers’ housing
units in Burkina Faso. The two works use
indigenous clay to maintain cool interior
climates where temperatures routinely
top 100 degrees. Kéré also designed /03/
London’s Serpentine Pavilion. In 2019, he
completed his first permanent structure
in the Americas with a bundled pine log
pavilion (made from dead trees) in rural
Fishtail, Montana.
03

é The Serpentine Gallery Pavilion in London.

01

é The National Park of Mali

é Doctors’ housing in Léo, Burkina Faso.

In recent years, the Pritzker jury of experts
have focused on lesser-known practices
around the world—socially conscious

04

02

é The Lycée Schorge Secondary School in Palogo,
Burkina Faso.

Kéré is the first African-born architect to
win architecture’s highest honor. He is a
humanitarian, a man with an architectural vocabulary that spans the globe while
staying singularly focused on the needs
of his home village. the world eagerly
awaits to see how 2022 Pritzker Prize
laureate Diébédo Francis Kéré’s mind will
continue molding the made environment
in the years to come. n
05

Burkina Faso is a landlocked country in
West Africa with an area of 105,900
square miles, bordered by Mali to the
northwest, Niger to the northeast, Benin
to the southeast, Togo and Ghana to the
south, and the Ivory Coast to the southwest. It has a population of 20,321,378.

é The Startup Lions Campus in Kenya.

Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation toward the local swimming pool. I gave him a glass of water.

DIÉBÉDO FRANCIS KÉRÉ
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Feature

HOW THE
RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT
IMPACTS THE US REAL ESTATE MARKET

BY
ERIN SYKES

tHe ruSSIa-ukraIne conflIct has drawn
attention to the how international investors can move markets within the
United States, in this case areas of new
development like Billionaire’s Row in New
York City and Sunny Isles Beach, Florida.

I can tell when people are being judgmental just by looking at them.

Billionaire’s Row is the strip of new construction, ultra-tall condos on 57th Street
(432 Park, One57, 220 Central Park
South, etc.) in New York City which has
been driven by foreign investment and
capital flight. Many ultra-high-net-worth
individuals from unstable and conflictridden countries have purchased in these
buildings sight-unseen as a way to export
wealth to the United States, where is it
less easily seized. Many of these units are
sporadically occupied, or not occupied at
all, thus functioning as a real estate-based
safe deposit box for parking money.
Similarly, Sunny Isles Beach, Florida is the
home of the highest concentration of new
construction towers in the country, including Turnberry, Porsche Design, Armani
Casa, Bentley Tower, St. Regis, Muse, and
more. Though delivery of some of these
condos is not until 2026, they already have
a high percentage of reservations and sold
units as the general Miami market services
international clients similarly to Billionaire’s Row. It is estimated that the
native Russian population in Sunny
Isles is anywhere from 20-60%.
Although both areas have felt an uptick
in listed inventory and price corrections
since the invasion of Ukraine began,
there are certainly no oligarchic fire sales
going on. The threat of financial sanctions
may actually be frightening non-Russian
owners more than the targeted list of
individuals that they are meant to restrict.
This is because those on the target sanction
list long ago moved their assets into blind
trusts and/or their identities are shrouded
in multiple layers of LLCs. In addition, real
estate is much more difficult to seize than a
yacht or a jet, thus reinforcing its value in
times of distress.
The National Association of Realtors
recently released a statement saying, “Any

decline in international real estate transactions will have little direct impact on the
(overall) U.S. housing market. Russian
foreign buyers account for less than 1%
of foreign buyer purchases, and overall,
foreign buyers account for about 2%
of existing-home sales, according to
NAR's 2021 International Transactions
in U.S. Residential Real Estate Report.
Moreover, the decline in foreign demand
will ease supply constraints for domestic
buyers.”
Those who do in fact need to sell because
of pending sanctions, are expected to do
so off-market via personal and Realtor®
relationships. These individuals are not
looking to draw added attention to themselves or their assets. This is common
generally in the ultra-luxury $20 million+
market, whereby maintaining privacy is
critical to the sales process.
Surprising to many is the fact that the
median purchase price among Russian
buyers in 2021 was $325,000, just slightly higher than the median purchase price
among all U.S. foreign buyers of $303,200.
However, the average purchase price
among Russian buyers was $652,915,
compared to $480,695 among all foreign
buyers, suggesting there were more highend Russian buyers bringing investment to
the US last year.

Though not the immediate market mover
it was once projected to be, the most
probable effects of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict are likely to be an increase in building material costs and a smaller-thanforecasted increase in mortgage rates.
Elevated crude oil prices and general
uncertainty in the markets will continue
to fuel inflation. Inflation slows consumer
demand and could potentially lead to a
recession. That said, supply levels are still
at an all-time low and construction completions have not accelerated sufficiently
to close the home shortage gap, so the
housing market has continued to be a preferred investment outlet because demand
far outstrips overall supply.
This economic tug of war between uncertainty, security, inflation, and interest rates
may lead to even further inventory shortages and increases in home prices and
energy costs, thus setting up a very challenging spring housing market. Though
home choices are sparse now, rates are
still low and a bird in the hand will lend a
feeling of partial security for buyers coming
into added turbulence. n

Erin Sykes is the Chief Economist and Real
Estate Wealth Advisor at Nest Seekers
International.
erins@nestseekers.com
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ICONIC 2022

BuIlt at doHa SportS City
opposite the Khalifa International Stadium (in Qatar), which
will host games during the FIFA
World Cup, the Iconic 2022
building is described by its
developer (Ibrahim M Jaidah)
as being "the first building in the world to resemble a year". The building is
formed from four blocks, each
with a stone facade arranged

around windows to appear
like a number two or zero.
The number-adorned blocks
are connected by a two-story
podium. A supermarket, cafe
and restaurants are located on
the ground floor of the podium,
while a sports center and
health clubs are on the level
above. Offices for several sporting bodies occupy the towers.
Along with the front facade
depicting the number 2022,
Jaidah wanted the year to be
seen in aerial shots, which he
achieved by combining paving
and mesh-covered areas on the
roofs of the four blocks.
He is the chief architect of
Arab Engineering Bureau and
was also responsible for the
traditional
Arab
gahfiya
cap-shaped 40,000-seat Al
Thumama Stadium in Doha
(pictured at right). n

THE BAHÁ’Í TEMPLE
that echoes the rolling topography of the mountains. Its
nine monumental glass veils
frame an open and accessible
worship space where up to
600 visitors can be accommodated. Looking up to the
central oculus at the apex of the
dome, visitors will experience
a mesmerizing transfer of light
from the exterior of cast glass
to an interior of translucent
Portuguese marble.

Set wItHIn tHe andean foothills, just beyond the metropolis
of Santiago, Chile, the Bahá’í
Temple of South America is
a domed, luminous structure

At sunset, the light captured
within the dome shifts from
white to silver to ochre and
purple. Fourteen years in the
making, the South American
house of worship represents
the last of the eight continental
temples to be completed as part
of a remarkable portfolio of

landmark sacred architecture
commissioned by the Bahá’í
Community. It took 14 years to
complete and was unveiled on
its stunning 23-acre site in the
fall of 2016 and since then had
received more than 1.4 million
visitors.
In 2019, the Temple won the
RAIC (Royal Institute of Architecture of Canada) International Award for Transformative Architecture.
Hariri Pontarini Architects
of Toronto, Canada were the
architects... Awarded every
two years, this world-renowned
award celebrates architecture
from around the world that
transforms society and promotes justice, respect, equality,
and inclusion. n

I was riding a donkey the other day when someone threw a rock at me and I fell off. I guess I was stoned off my ass.

(LOOKS A BIT DATED)

/ THE NETWORK / MAY/JUNE 2022

- 37 -

Feature

PROFILES OF SURV VAL
BY
ROXANA TOFAN

tHe laSt two yearS have transformed almost
every aspect of our lives. Almost overnight,
Zoom meetings became the new norm. Most
people worked remotely. Shopping online
became the norm, even for groceries. Our
friends, family, colleagues, and communities
have had their lives changed in critical ways
that will have long-lasting effects. Living
through a global pandemic has driven dramatic shifts in our jobs, our habits, childcare,
travel and even our sense of time.
People who take care of chickens are literally chicken tenders.

Have you ever wondered, as you watched the
local news and COVID updates in your community, how those working in journalism, and
the news specifically, were affected? How did
they manage through reporting the news and
updates to us?

é Mandi Mendoza

Mandi Mendoza spent 18 years at San
Antonio TV stations WOAI-TV and KABB-TV,
leading a team of 120 journalist and production
members to share incredible stories about
the local community. Mandi is a five-time
Emmy Award winning journalist. She
has served on the Freedom of Information
Foundation of Texas board, the Citizens
Advisory Board of USA-San Antonio, and
Citizens Advisory Board of BB Texas.
In 2021, Mandi joined Team USAA as the
new Director of Media Production. According
to Wikipedia, USAA is a San Antonio-based
Fortune 500 diversified financial services
group of companies offering banking, invest-

ing, and insurance to people and families
who serve, or served, in the United States
Armed Forces.
Roxana: What did the news station
focus on?
Mandi: WOAI-TV and KABB-TV provided
the community immediate updates on often
life-saving information during the pandemic
on several platforms. The updates included
the track of vaccinations, the spread of Coronavirus-19 and the impacts on our neighbors.
Roxana: As a news director, how was
life through the pandemic?
Mandi: My role was to provide help for our
community, and our team. I spent the pandemic trying to uplift and encourage our team
through a breaking news story that never
ended. As a team, we lost two teammates and
countless relatives during 2020 and 2021.
It was important to lean in and lead with
empathy. For some that meant sitting quietly
with them as they hurt, and often crying with
them. For others that meant making sure they
knew how to get access to more help than I
could give. What I failed to do during that
period was to show my family and myself the
same level of energy and empathy I shared
with my work family.
Roxana: What were some of the
challenges at the news station?
Mandi: Our challenges at the station were
like most of yours. Things were uncertain.
Each moment meant creating a new plan, only
for it to change based on guidance from health
officials and our elected leaders based on what
they’d learned that day.
Roxana: What valuable things do you
see came out of it?
Mandi: Two valuable things that came out
of it. We worked with Gordon Hartman, a
local philanthropist, and all of the other local
media outlets to streamline communication
between the city/county and the community. Hartman brought us together and we
agreed on a 6:13pm timeframe we would all
air or stream the Mayor and County Judge’s
message each night. Additionally, the TV news
station managers agreed we would share
resources to create safer press conferences

and events. Rather than 10 or more journalists at each event, we would divvy up the
events of the day and send one journalist who
would share the visuals and soundbites with
the rest. We still had the ability to press in as
journalists to ask tough questions and could
keep staffing at events to a safer level.
Roxana: How are things now?
Mandi: As the cases are lower, the vaccination numbers are rising and the new strains
seem to be less deadly, the news has moved
back from an entire first block of news being
about Coronavirus to merely a mention when
a big update happens. The journalists standby
for the next life-threatening or life-changing
event. Right now, that’s the war in Ukraine,
the fire on Camp Bullis’ property, and
property tax hikes.
Roxana: In your new role, what is it
that you enjoy so much?
Mandi: In my new role as the Director of
Media Production, we have a mission to
inspire our coworkers to be the best for our
members. That is incredible, to have a job
where you work to inspire those who serve
our military. One of my favorite things is also
that USAA encourages you to volunteer and
donate. Not just by word, but by action. They
give us two days of paid time off to volunteer,
and match much of our donations.
Visiting with Mandi is inspiring. She talks a
lot about the larger community, her teams,
about leadership and being empathetic,
about service and family. I would put her in
the “heroes behind the scenes” category. She
is tough, empathetic, supporting and never
complains. She walks the talk as she always
focuses on others and the community. As life
post-COVID gets calmer and we each find a
new norm, both at work and in our personal
lives, I hope Mandi does more of what she
loves outside of work as well—spending
time with her husband, Eddie and their two
children, travel, gardening and reading. n

Roxana Tofan is a commercial real estate and
business broker and the founder and owner of
Clear Integrity Group in San Antonio. She is also a
Contributing Editor of
.

roxana@clearintegritygroup.com
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The sculptural qualities of the building are
designed to inspire and promote its function.
The transparent façade displays two internal
atriums, while the shape of the building is
expressed even more unique façade covered
with a triangular grid inspired by the skin of
a pinecone. This articulated skin adapts and
responds to its environment, becoming
a living organism that responds to the
position of the sun. According to Woods
Bagot, the reason for the design of the building
is to foster collaboration among researchers,
achieved through an architecture that allows a
visual connection between floors and a spiral
staircase interconnection. n

DIVERSI NS

SALARY INCREASE REQUEST

One day an employee sent an email to his
boss requesting a salary increase.

The next day, the employee received this email
in reply:

Dear Bo$$ -

Dear NOrman -

In thi$ life, we all need
$omething mo$t de$perately.
I think you $hould be under$tanding of the need$ of u$
worker$ who have given $o much
$upport including $weat and
$ervice to the company.

I kNOw you have been working very
hard. NOwadays, NOthing much has
changed. You must have NOticed
that our company is NOt doing
NOticeably well as yet. NOw the
newspapers are saying the world's
leading ecoNOmists are NOt sure
if the United States may go into
aNOther recession. After the
NOvember presidential elections
things may turn bad.
I have NOthing more to add NOw.
You kNOw what I mean.

I am $ure you will gue$$ what
I mean and re$pond $oon.
$incerely Your$,
Norman $ingh

Yours truly,
EleaNOr NOttingham, Manager

Before you criticize someone, walk a mile in their shoes. That way, when you do criticize them, you’re a mile away and you have their shoes.

SAHMRI
conStructed Between 2010 and 2013, the
South Australia Health and Medical Research
Institute (SAHMRI) in Adelaide, Australia
was designed by the architectural firm of
Woods Bagot. It consists of 269,000 square
feet on seven floors, and its nine modules are
devoted to research by700 researchers seeking
ways to foster innovation and improvements in health services. Obviously, it was
not designed to integrate into the horizon; its
appearance is more like a floating object. Locals
have (affectionately) dubbed it ‘the
Pinecone’.
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THE SKINNIEST SKYSCRAPER IN THE WORLD
111 weSt 57tH Street, also known as Steinway Tower, is a supertall residential skyscraper on what is called Billionaires' Row in
Midtown Manhattan, New York City. (Supertall skyscrapers
are defined as measuring between 984 and 1,969 feet
tall.) It faces Central Park to the north. The main portion of the
building is an 84-story, 1,428-foot tower designed by New York
City-based SHoP Architects and completed last year.. Preserved at
the base is the 16-story Steinway Building (a designated city landmark with a mostly brick façade which was completed in 1925).
The 1,428-foot-tall building, which contains 60 luxury
condominiums (14 in Steinway Hall and 46 in the tower) has a
glass facade with piers made of terracotta. It has one residence
per floor and is the thinnest skyscraper in the world with a
width-to-height ratio of about 1:24. It is also the second tallest
building in the Western Hemisphere.

I invented a new word today. Plagiarism.

Also in the building is an 82-foot swimming pool, as well as
other luxury amenities including a private dining room and a
double-height fitness center with a terrace. n

Contest
Prize

By: Short final, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Sites are places of importance to cultural
or natural heritage as described in the UNESCO
World Heritage Convention, established in 1972.
Mexico accepted the convention in 1984, making
its historical sites eligible for inclusion on the list.
There are thirty-five World Heritage Sites
in Mexico, including twenty-seven cultural sites,
six natural sites and two mixed sites. The country
ranks first in the Americas and seventh worldwide
by number of Heritage Sites.

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

WORLD
HERITAGE
LIST

06

03

01

/01/ Historic Center of Mexico City and Xochimilco.
Built in the 16th century by the Spanish on the ruins
of Tenochtitlan, the old Aztec capital, Mexico City
is now one of the world's largest and most densely
populated cities. It has five Aztec temples and some
fine 19th and 20th-century public buildings such
as the Palacio de las Bellas Artes. Xochimilco lies
17 miles south of Mexico City. With its network
of canals and artificial islands, it testifies to the
efforts of the Aztec people to build a habitat in an
unfavorable environment.
02

River. The elegance and craftsmanship of the buildings, as well as the lightness of the sculpted reliefs
with their Mayan mythological themes, attest to the
creative genius of this civilization.
Picture credit: Luca Nebuloni

/03/ Historic Centre of Puebla. Puebla, which was
founded in 1531. It is about 60 miles east of Mexico
City, at the foot of the Popocatepetl volcano. It has
preserved its great religious structures such as the
16th–17th-century cathedral and fine buildings
like the old archbishop's palace, as well as a host of
houses with walls covered in tiles.

/06/ Sian Ka'an (in Quintana Roo). In the language
of the Mayan peoples who once inhabited this
region, Sian Ka'an means 'Origin of the Sky'. On the
east coast of the Yucatán peninsula, this biosphere
reserve contains tropical forests, mangroves, and
marshes, as well as a large marine section intersected by a barrier reef.
Picture Credit: Tim Gage
07

04

/04/ The Pre-Hispanic City and National Park of
Palenque (in Chiapas). A prime example of a Mayan
sanctuary of the classical period, Palenque was at its
height between AD 500 and 700, when its influence
extended throughout the basin of the Usumacinta

/07/ Historic Town of Guanajuato and Adjacent
Mines. Founded by the Spanish in the early 16th
century, Guanajuato became the world's leading
silver-extraction center in the 18th century. This
past can be seen in its 'subterranean streets' and
the 'Boca del Inferno', a mineshaft that plunges a
breathtaking 1,970 feet.
05

/02/ Historic Centre of Oaxaca and Archaeological site of Monte Albán. Inhabited over a period of
1,500 years by a succession of peoples – Olmecs,
Zapotecs and Mixtecs – the terraces, dams, canals,
pyramids, and artificial mounds of Monte Albán
were literally carved out of the mountain and are
the symbols of a sacred topography. The nearby city
of Oaxaca, which is built on a grid pattern, is a good
example of Spanish colonial town planning.
Picture credit: Frankmx

/05/ Pre-Hispanic City of Teotihuacán (in the state of Mexico) The holy city of Teotihuacan ('the place
where the gods were created') is situated some 31 miles northeast of Mexico City. Built between the 1st
and 7th centuries A.D., it is characterized by the vast size of its monuments – in particular, the Temple of
Quetzalcoatl and the Pyramids of the Sun and the Moon, laid out on geometric and symbolic principles.

My doctor told me that jogging could add years to my life. He was right—I feel ten years older already.

tHIS IS tHe Second installment in which we bring
these world treasures to our readers country by
country. See the March-April issue for the World
Heritage Sites in the United States. Each of the
hyperlinks will take you to more information.
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11

/11/ Rock Paintings of the Sierra de San Francisco
(in Baja California Sur) From c. 100 B.C. to A.D.
1300, this was home to a people who have now
disappeared but who left one of the most outstanding collections of rock paintings in the world.
They are remarkably well-preserved because of the
dry climate and the inaccessibility of the site.
Picture Credit: Santarrana
12

/08/ Pre-Hispanic City of Chichen-Itza (in Yucatán).
This sacred site was one of the greatest Mayan
centers of the Yucatán peninsula. Throughout its
nearly 1,000-year history, different peoples have left
their mark on the city. The Maya and Toltec vision
of the world and the universe is revealed in their
stone monuments and artistic works.
Picture Credit: Daniel Schwen
09

I relish the fact that you've mustard the strength to ketchup to me.

/09/ Historic Centre of Morelia (in Michoacán).
Built in the 16th century, Morelia is an outstanding
example of urban planning which combines the
ideas of the Spanish Renaissance with the Mesoamerican experience. Well-adapted to the slopes
of the hill site, its streets still follow the original
layout. More than 200 historic buildings, all in the
region's characteristic pink stone, reflect the town's
architectural history.
Picture Credit: LBM1948

/12/ Whale Sanctuary of El Vizcaino (in Baja California Sur) The coastal lagoons of Ojo de Liebre and San
Ignacio are important reproduction and wintering sites for the grey whale, harbor seal, California sea lion,
northern elephant-seal and blue whale.
13
The earliest 16th-century monasteries are a series
of properties with 15 component parts located in the
states of Morelos, Puebla and Tlaxcala in Mexico,
built as part of the evangelization and colonization
of the northern territories of Mexico.

10
15

/13/ Historic Centre of Zacatecas. Founded in 1546,
this city reached the height of its prosperity in the
16th and 17th centuries. Built on the steep slopes of
a narrow valley, the town has breathtaking views
and there are many old buildings, both religious
and civil. This cathedral, built between 1730 and
1760, dominates the center of the town.
14
/10/ El Tajin, Pre-Hispanic City (in Papantla,
Veracruz). At its height from the early 9th to the
early 13th century, its cultural influence extended
all along the Gulf and penetrated into the Maya
region and the high plateau of central Mexico. Its
architecture, which is unique in Mesoamerica, is
characterized by elaborate carved reliefs on the
columns and frieze.
Picture credit: Alejandro Linares Garcia
/14/ Earliest 16th-Century Monasteries on the
Slopes of Popocatepetl (in Morelos and Puebla).

/15/ Historic Monuments Zone of Querétaro. The
old colonial town of is unusual in having retained
the geometric street plan of the Spanish conquerors
side by side with the twisting alleys of the Indian
quarters. The Otomi, the Tarasco, the Chichimeca
and the Spanish lived together peacefully in the
town, which is notable for the many ornate civil and
religious Baroque monuments from its golden age
in the 17th and 18th centuries.
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16

19

/19/ Archaeological Zone of Paquimé, Casas
Grandes (in Chihuahua). Reaching its apogee in
the 14th and 15th centuries, this area is clear evidence of the vitality of a culture which was perfectly
adapted to its physical and economic environment,
but which suddenly vanished at the time of the
Spanish Conquest.
20

17

/17/ Hospicio Cabañas, Guadalajara (in Jalisco).
Built at the beginning of the 19th century to provide
care and shelter for the disadvantaged – orphans,
old people, the handicapped and chronic invalids,
this was unique for its time—notable for the
harmonious relationship between the open and
built spaces, the simplicity of its design, and its size.
Picture Credit: Fperezgo

/20/ Historic Fortified Town of Campeche, A typical example of a harbor town from the Spanish colonial
period in the New World. The historic center has kept its outer walls and system of fortifications, designed
to defend this Caribbean port against attacks from the sea.
Picture Credit: Adam Jones, Ph.D.

18
21

/18/ Historic Monuments Zone of Tlacotalpan
(in Veracruz). A Spanish colonial river port on the
Gulf coast founded in the mid-16th century, it has
preserved its original urban fabric to a remarkable
degree, with wide streets, colonnaded houses in a
profusion of styles and colors.

/21/ Archaeological Monuments Zone of Xochicalco (in Morelos). Xochicalco is an exceptionally
well-preserved example of a fortified political, religious and commercial center from the troubled period
of 650–900.

So, apparently RSVP'ing back to a wedding invite 'maybe next time' isn't the correct response.

/16/ Pre-Hispanic Town of Uxmal (in Yucatán).
This Mayan town was founded c. A.D. 700 and
had some 25,000 inhabitants. The layout of the
buildings, which date from between 700 and 1000,
reveals a knowledge of astronomy. The Pyramid of
the Soothsayer dominates the ceremonial center.

/ THE NETWORK / MAY/JUNE 2022

- 43 -

22

25

/22/ Franciscan Missions in the Sierra Gorda
of Querétaro. The five Franciscan missions were
built during the last phase of the conversion to
Christianity of the interior of Mexico in the mid18th century and became an important reference for
the continuation of the evangelization of California,
Arizona and Texas.
Picture Credit: Frankmx
Justice is a dish best served cold because if it were served warm, it would be justwater.

23

/25/ Agave Landscape and Ancient Industrial Facilities of Tequila (in Jalisco). This is part of an expansive
landscape of blue agave, shaped by the culture of the plant used since the 16th century to produce tequila
spirit and for at least 2,000 years to make fermented drinks and cloth.
26
/23/ Luis Barragán House and Studio (in Mexico
City). Built in 1948, the 12,500 sf concrete building
consists of a ground floor and two upper stories, as
well as a small private garden and represents an
outstanding example of the architect’s creative work
in the post-Second World War period.

24

/24/ Islands and Protected Areas of the Gulf of
California. Comprised of 244 islands, islets and
coastal areas, the area has been called a natural
laboratory for the investigation of speciation. Almost
all major oceanographic processes occurring in the
planet’s oceans are present in the property, giving
it extraordinary importance for study.
Picture Credit: Aromgom

/26/ Central University City Campus of the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (in Mexico City).
Built from 1949 to 1952 by more than 60 architects, engineers and artists who were involved in the project.
the campus constitutes a unique example of 20th-century modernism integrating urbanism, architecture,
engineering, landscape design and fine arts with references to local traditions.
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27

/27/ The Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve (in the
states of Michoacán and Mexico) is a 139,000 acre biosphere about 60 miles northwest of Mexico City. Every
autumn, millions, perhaps a billion, butterflies from wide
areas of North America return to the site and cluster on
small areas of the forest reserve.

31

/31/ El Pinacate and Gran Desierto de Altar Biosphere
Reserve (in Sonora) consists of two distinct parts - the
dormant volcanic Pinacate Shield of black and red lava
flows and desert, and the Gran Altar Desert with its ever
changing and varied sand dunes that can reach a height
of 650 feet. The site is over 1.7 million square acres.

28

33

/33/ The Aqueduct of Padre Tembleque Hydraulic
System (in the states of Mexico and Hidalgo) was built
in the 16th century and is an example of the exchange
of influences between the European tradition of Roman
hydraulics and traditional Mesoamerican construction
techniques, including the use of adobe.

32
34

/28/ The protective town of San Miguel de Allende
and the Sanctuary of Jesús Nazareno de Atotonilco (in
Guanajuato) was established in the 16th century and
reached its apogee in the 18th century when many of its
outstanding religious and civic buildings were built in
the style of the Mexican Baroque.

29

/32/ The ancient Maya city and protected tropical forests
of Calakmul (in Campeche) on the Yucatán Peninsula is
set deep in the tropical forest. It played a key role in the
history of this region for more than twelve centuries and
is characterized by well-preserved structures providing a
vivid picture of life in an ancient Maya capital.

/34/ The Revillagigedo Archipelago (in Colima) is
made up of four remote islands and their surrounding
waters—part of a submerged mountain range, with
the four islands representing the peaks of volcanoes
emerging above sea level.

35

/29/ Camino Real de Tierra Adentro was the Royal
Inland Road, also known as the Silver Route. It consists
of 55 sites and five existing World Heritage sites lying
along an 870-mile section of this 1,600-mile route that
extends north from Mexico City to Texas and New
Mexico.
30

/30/ The prehistoric caves of Yagul and Mitla (in
Oaxaca) are two pre-Hispanic archaeological complexes
and a series of pre-historic caves and rock shelters which
provide archaeological and rock-art evidence for the
progress of nomadic hunter-gathers to incipient farmers.
Ten-thousand-year-old Cucurbitaceae seeds in one cave
are the earliest known evidence of domesticated plants
on the continent.

/35/ The Tehuacán-Cuicatlán Valley is the arid or semi-arid zone with the richest biodiversity in all of North America.
Consisting of three components (Zapotitlán-Cuicatlán, San Juan Raya and Purrón), it is one of the main centers of
diversification for the cacti family, which is critically endangered worldwide. n

Today, my son asked, "Can I have a bookmark?" and I burst into tears. 11 years old and he still doesn't know my name is Brian.
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new reSearcH conducted By Living Cozy looked at the average rent for
a two-bedroom property, the average wage, the cost of living rating, the
amount of green space and parks and rent control legislation. The study

combined it into a single score that gave each factor an equal weighting
and determined the best cities for renters in the United States.

City

State

Jobs per 1000
people

Average
Monthly 2-BR
Rent

City Land as
Green Space %

% Residents
Living 10 Mins
Walk From A
Park

Average
Monthly Salary
After Taxes

Cost of Living
Index Score

Rent Control

Renting Score

#1

Washington

DC

58.57

$3,658

21

98

$5,776.94

85.23

YES

7.02

#2

San Francisco

CA

40.75

$5,209

21

100

$8,073.06

94.32

YES

6.64

#3

Minneapolis

MN

53.46

$2,091

10

98

$4,566.79

79.57

YES

6.61

#4

San Diego

CA

27.21

$3,204

21

81

$5,489.17

76.72

YES

6.59

#5

San Jose

CA

21.10

$3,567

15

80

$7,257.94

74.23

YES

6.49

#6

Portland

OR

40.69

$2,369

14

90

$4,159.18

77.67

YES

6.42

#7

Sacramento

CA

38.39

$2,102

10

83

$3,915.25

78.48

YES

6.01

#8

Albuquerque

NM

31.76

$1,053

17

90

$3,602.19

63.88

NO

5.86

#9

Las Vegas

NV

54.32

$1,373

18

75

$4,014.73

69.01

NO

5.76

CA

16.48

$2,713

8

84

$4,170.63

70.35

YES

5.75

#10 Long Beach

Washington DC is the
best city in the country for
renters. It’s a very green place
to live, with 21% of the city’s land
area dedicated to parks and green
spaces and as many as 98% of

the city’s population live within
a ten-minute walk of a park. It
also boasts a high number of jobs
for its size, with 58.57 job postings per 1,000 people. Renters
are protected from sudden

price hikes by rent control laws;
however, living costs are higher
than average and the rent for a
two-bedroom property averages
at $3,658 per month, which is
out of many people’s price range.

é Washington DC.

THE CITIES IN THE US WITH THE MOST
JOB POSTINGS PER CAPITA

TX

$1,020

#3

Tucson

AZ

$1,032

#4

Memphis

TN

$1,042

#5

Oklahoma
City

OK $1,044

#6

Albuquerque NM $1,053

#7

Omaha

NE

$1,166

#8

Louisville

KY

$1,197

#9

Fresno

CA

$1,217

#10 Raleigh

é Tulsa

The city with the lowest average monthly
rent in the study is
Tulsa where a twobedroom property will
set you back approximately $895. This is
the only city where the
average rent is below
$1,000, highlighting
just how much of a
bargain it is.

# of Jobs
per 1,000
People

El Paso

# of Jobs

#2

Population

OK $895

State

Tulsa

City

State

#1

Rank

City

Average
Monthly
2-BR Rent

THE US CITIES WHERE RENT IS LOWEST:

Rank

Why is a bra singular and panties plural?

Rank

THE BEST US CITIES FOR RENTERS:

#1

Atlanta

GA

506,811

56,714

111.90

#2

Tampa

FL

399,700

36,511

91.35

#3

Miami

FL

467,963

38,075

81.36

#4

Boston

MA 692,600

41,419

59.80

#5

Washington

DC

705,749

41,335

58.57

#6

Seattle

WA 753,675

43,278

57.42

#7

Las Vegas

NV

651,319

35,379

54.32

#8

Austin

TX

978,908

53,152

54.30

#9

Minneapolis

MN 429,606

22,968

53.46

NC

43,643

49.27

#10 Charlotte

885,708

NC $1,298
You can view the research in full here: livingcozy.com/blog/us-rental-index

Feature

THE BEST CITIES IN THE US FOR RENTERS
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tHe center for actIve Design (CfAD) is a
global not-for-profit organization working
at the intersection of health and the built
environment. They transform design and
development practice to support health
and ensure equitable access to vibrant
public and private spaces that support
optimal quality of life.

gies (which have been proven to increase
the health and well-being of occupants) are
divided into 12 categories:

COMMITTED TO

BUILDING HEALTH
FOR ALL®
Design (CfAD) is the operator of
and responsible for the third-party verification of the certification.
1. Location (based on the building’s
walkscore)
2. Building Access (pedestrian access to
transportation support, including nearby
bus stops, bike parking, and showers and
lockers)

It was launched by then Mayor Michael
Bloomberg in 2012, to transform New
York City’s (groundbreaking Active Design
program into an international movement. Today, their work has gone global,
reaching over 180 countries, and informing
the design of buildings and public infrastructure projects around the world. The
Certification System marks a
new chapter in that work, by providing a
commercial building rating system that
provides guidelines on how to design and
operate healthier buildings. It supports
widespread adoption of health-promoting
strategies through a user-friendly digital
portal.
Created as a joint initiative led by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the General Services Administration (GSA),
provides guidelines
for designing, constructing, and operating
healthier buildings. The Center for Active

3. Outdoor Spaces (amenities such as
walking trails, fitness equipment, restorative gardens, farmers markets, and safe
lighting)
4. Entrances and Ground Floor (clean
and safe building entrances to a smoke and
tobacco-free building and grounds, walk
off mats, and appropriate lighting)
5. Stairwells (occupant access to a
building-wide staircase to be utilized in
lieu of the elevator)

CRITERIA
There are no “prerequisites” or barriers to
entry that would prevent a building from
being eligible to earn a
certification. There are 144 possible points projects
can achieve through the 63 evidencebased strategies – 90 points are needed as
a minimum for certification. These strate-

6. Indoor Environments (buildingwide policies for indoor air quality,
green purchasing, and a smoke-free environment)
7. Workspaces (workstations designed
to increase views of nature and access to
natural light and active workstations with
standing support)

If you keep your feet firmly on the ground, you'll have trouble putting on your pants.

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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8. Shared Spaces (with a regular and
thorough cleaning protocol in place and
common areas including rooms for lactation, meditation, wellness, and fitness
facilities)
9.Water Supply (water sources on each
floor – including ADA and bottle refilling
stations, as well as annual water testing for
contaminants)
10. Cafeterias and Prepared Food
Retail (compliance with food and beverage policy for meetings and events, and on
site food service areas (if any) promote and
incentivize healthy items)
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ical Activity; Promotes Occupant Safety;
Provides Healthy Food Options; Instills
Feelings of Well-Being.

SCORING
certifications are given either 1, 2,
or 3 stars based on the number of points
they earn: One-star (90-104 points).
Two-stars (105-124 points). Three-stars
(125-144 points).

YOUR COMMERCIAL FLOORING
SPECIALIST
CARPET, TILE, CONCRETE, WOOD

SCORECARD
provides scorecards for different
building types: multi-tenant base building; multi-tenant whole building; singletenant building; commercial interior space;
multi-family residential; retail; and community and commercial sites.

Good men are found in every corner of the Earth. Unfortunately, the Earth is round.

Projects can pursue a Design
Certification, or a Built
Certification
depending on the phase of construction
and level of occupancy.

CERTIFICATION COST
The program is one of the most affordable
building certifications to earn. There are
two main costs associated — the registration fee of $500 and the certification fee of
from $5,500 to 10,000 (depending on the
square footage of the building).
CHAMPIONS
Champions are companies that
place an emphasis on the importance of
health and wellness at their buildings and
commit to 6 or more
projects
within a 12-month period.

11. Vending Machines and Snack
Bars (promote and incentivize healthy
food choices).
12. Emergency Procedures (buildingwide emergency equipment and supplies,
emergency address notification system and
AEDs and CFRs on each floor.)
Each strategy within these categories has
points allocated depending on the weight
of the following 7 health impact categories:
Impacts Community; Reduces Morbidity
and Absenteeism; Supports Social Equality
for Vulnerable Populations; Increases Phys-

AMBASSADORS
Ambassadors are individuals who
are early adopters of the program and seek
to promote this standard as well as navigate the Digital Certification Tool to help
clients track progress and attain certifications. To become a
Ambassador,
you must pass a 50-question exam with a
minimum score of 80%. The cost of the
course and exam is $250.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT!

You deserve to work in an
eco-friendly, clean,
sanitized environment.
Your carpet is your
largest filter of allergens, dirt,
bacteria, and viruses.
When it is truly clean,
your flooring promotes your
health and that of your staff
and clients.

To learn more, go to: www.fitwel.org n

www.NextLevelKlean.com
Jason@NextLevelKlean.com

Jason Cox
214-991-2988
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PICK OR CLICK

A STORY OF RETAIL SALES
I'M graduatIng froM HIgH school,
and I'm an immature, non-thinking
kid. So, I said to my parents, "All my
special senior clothes must come
from Neiman Marcus!" This was
so important to me. Fortunately,
I had very understanding parents,
who accepted the fact that I was a
selfish teenager and that hopefully, I
would outgrow my childlike behavior.
But, in the meantime, clothes from
Neiman Marcus were so important to
me. What’s so special about Neiman
Marcus? Everything!

There’s a new book out—A Girl
Named Carrie, The Visionary Who
Created Nieman Marcus and Set the
Standard for Fashion. It was written
by a great niece—Jerrie Marcus
Smith. Carrie Marcus Neiman with
her brother, Herbert Marcus, in 1907,
a year of financial panic, opened a
store in Dallas and offered only readymade women's clothing—designer
labels from New York.
Carrie selected the merchandise,
and it was this merchandise that
made Neiman Marcus distinct from
any other store in America. It still is!
That aura still hovers over all their
stores even though the family no
longer owns the business. Yes, Carrie
Neiman, knowing how to buy and
sell, remains prominent in the retail
world, but there are other ‘salesmen’
of note.

JOHN WANAMAKER—THE
PHILADELPHIAN WHO
USHERED AMERICA INTO
THE CONSUMER AGE
When John Wanamaker was a little
boy growing up in Philadelphia,
he was shopping for a gift for his
mother. He found the ideal present

and paid for it with his ‘saved up’
money. After making the purchase,
as he was leaving the store, he saw
something else he would rather have.
He asked the storekeeper if he could
exchange the gift. "No! You bought
it--you keep it," he was told. Little
John responded, "Someday, I'm
going to open a store, and I'm going
to be nice to my customers!"

é John Wanamaker

That is exactly what John Wanamaker did. In 1861, in Philadelphia,
he bought an old depot, restored it,
and opened a department store—
Wanamaker’s Department Store. This
was the first time the word department was used to describe a store. He
put everything under one roof—no
more thread store, fabric store, tool
store, furniture store. All would be
sold in one building. He also put a
price tag on every item. Before Wanamaker, one would bargain. "How
much are you going to charge me for
this?" No more! And on that price tag
was printed, "Satisfaction Guaranteed
or your money back!"
Wanamaker taught a Sunday School
Class which grew to be the largest
in the world—2,000 members. He
always said, "I created two churches—
Bethel Presbyterian Church and
Wanamaker’s Department Store!"
At the turn of the century, John
built an eleven-story building for
his merchandise in the heart of
Philadelphia. In the building, he
had built the largest pipe organ in
the world. Someone still plays the
organ during store hours. You can
google "Wanamaker Organ" and
hear a concert. He also opened the
first tearoom for the ladies who shop.
Then, he had a giant golden eagle

sculpted and placed it in the middle of
the store. "Meet me at Wanamaker’s
at the eagle!"

moved to Houston where she met a
Cuban immigrant, Mike Bezos. They
married and Mike adopted the baby
giving him his name—Bezos.
Jeffrey was brilliant, to say the least—
the valedictorian of his class!

With such success in business, President Benjamin Harrison, honored
him with an appointment in Washington. Harrison named Wanamaker
Postmaster General of the United
States. The first thing he did as Postmaster was to establish Rural Free
Delivery (RFD) so that those living in
rural sections of the US no longer had
to pay for mail delivery.
Two watch makers decided
they could sell other products
besides watches via mail. Their
names were Richard Warren
Sears and Alva Curtis Roebuck!
They were truly a success with
mail order along with Aaron
Montgomery Ward. Both began
publishing large catalogues
with terrific selections. But,
today, there’s another way to
shop—AMAZON!

JEFF BEZOS
AND THE WORLD AS
WE NOW KNOW IT
You place an order, and the package
is on the doorstep, sometimes before
the day is over. And there are drones
that drop an order into the back yard!
You want some ice cream at pool
side? You got it!
The story of ‘instant delivery’ started
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with
a young girl who was not allowed
to attend her high school graduation ceremony. Why? She was
pregnant! Later, she gave birth to
a little boy and named him Jeffery
Preston. The couple separated and
she lived with her parents until the
little boy was four years old; then she

He went to Yale, majored in banking
and finance, and graduated Magna
Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa. He
married and that marriage was
blessed with four children--three
boys and a little girl, adopted in
China. Jeffrey then decided to go into
business for himself. He chose the
name of his company—the first letter
of the alphabet, and a word meaning
powerful—AMAZON!
He was always thinking MONEY. He
decided it was cheaper to move to the
state of Washington to open a business. While driving west, he passed
through several Indian reservations,
and he always stopped to ask the
residents of the reservations if he
could start his business there, where
there were no taxes! The answer
always came quickly —"NO!”

In Washington, south of Seattle,
he rented a garage and sold books
by mail order. Then he went
into CDs and videos, and then...
EVERYTHING! The rest is history!
And "history," Jeffrey has made. He
is one of the richest men the world has
ever known. His first marriage ended
with a multi-billion-dollar settlement
for his wife, who is giving away her
share to worthy causes. Recently she
sent large sums to Prairie View A&M
in east Texas, and Paul Quinn College
in Dallas received a great deal of
much needed money, as well. By the
way, Jeffrey has not stopped with this
world—he's going into space! And we
ask—what's next? n

Rose-Mary Rumbley has written three books about her native city – Dallas. She has also
written “WHAT! NO CHILI!” and a book about the 300th anniversary of the invention of
the piano. She has appeared on the stage at the Dallas Summer Musicals and at Casa
Mañana and was head of the drama department at Dallas Baptist University for 12 years.
Today she is on the speaking circuit and teaches drama classes at Providence Christian
School. Her loving views of Texas history appear in every issue of
.
rosetalksdallas@aol.com

I have only seen people underwhelmed or overwhelmed, never whelmed properly.

BY
ROSE-MARY
RUMBLEY
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PHILLIS WHEATLEY

How can you spot the blind guy at the nudist colony? It's not hard.

pHIllIS wHeatley waS tHe
first African American and
second woman (after Anne
Bradstreet) to publish a
book of poems.
Born around 1753 in Gambia,
Africa, Wheatley was captured
by slave traders and brought
to America in 1761 where she
was sold to the Wheatley family
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in Boston, Massachusetts. Her
first name Phillis was derived
from the ship that brought her
to America, “the Phillis.”

astronomy and geography.
At age fourteen, she began to
write poetry, publishing her
first poem in 1767. In 1773,
with financial support from
the English Countess of Huntingdon, Wheatley traveled
to London with the Wheatley's son to publish her first
collection of poems, Poems on
Various Subjects, Religious
and Moral—the first book
written by a black woman in
America. It included a forward,
signed by John Hancock and
other Boston notables—as well
as a portrait of Wheatley. She
was emancipated shortly thereafter.

The Wheatley family educated
her and within sixteen months
of her arrival in America she
could read the Bible, Greek
and Latin classics, and British
literature. She also studied

She wrote a well-received poem
praising the appointment of
George Washington as the
commander of the Continental
Army. However, she believed
that slavery was the issue that

prevented the colonists from
achieving true heroism.
In 1778, she married John
Peters, a free black man from
Boston with whom she had
three children, though none
survived. To support her family,
she worked as a scrubwoman in
a boardinghouse while continuing to write poetry. She died
in December 1784, due to complications from childbirth. In
addition to making an important contribution to American
literature, Wheatley’s literary
and artistic talents helped
show that African Americans
were equally capable, creative,
intelligent human beings who
benefited from an education,
which helped the cause of the
abolition movement. n

PLESSY V. FERGUSON
pleSSy v. ferguSon waS a
landmark decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court in which the
Court ruled that racial segregation laws did not violate the
U.S. Constitution as long as
the facilities for each race were
equal in quality, a doctrine that
came to be known as "separate but equal". The decision
legitimized the many state laws
re-establishing racial segregation that had been passed in
the American South after the
end of the Reconstruction Era
(1865–1877).
It began in 1892 when Homer
Plessy, a mixed-race (7/8
White and 1/8 Black) resident
of New Orleans, deliberately
violated Louisiana's Separate
Car Act of 1890, which required
"equal, but separate" railroad
accommodations for white and
non-white passengers. Plessy
was charged with boarding
a "whites-only" car, and his
lawyers petitioned Judge John
Howard Ferguson to throw out

the case on the grounds that
the law was unconstitutional.
Ferguson overruled Plessy's
petition, and the Louisiana
Supreme Court upheld Ferguson's ruling. Plessy then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.
In May 1896, the Supreme
Court issued a 7–1 decision
against Plessy, ruling that the
Louisiana law did not violate
the Fourteenth Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution and
stating that although the Fourteenth Amendment established the legal equality of
whites and blacks it did not
and could not require the elimination of all "distinctions
based upon color". The Court
rejected Plessy's lawyers' arguments that the Louisiana law
inherently implied that black
people were inferior, and gave
great deference to American
state legislatures' inherent
power to make laws regulating
health, safety, and morals—the
"police power"—and to deter-

mine the reasonableness of
the laws they passed. Justice
John Marshall Harlan was the
lone dissenter from the Court's
decision, writing that the U.S.
Constitution "is color-blind,
and neither knows nor tolerates classes among citizens",
and so the law's distinguishing
of passengers' races should
have been found unconstitutional.
Plessy is widely regarded as
one of the worst decisions in
U.S. Supreme Court history.
Despite its infamy, the decision
itself has never been explicitly
overruled. But a series of the
Court's later decisions, beginning with the 1954 decision
Brown v. Board of Education—which held that the
"separate but equal" doctrine is
unconstitutional in the context
of public schools and educational facilities—have severely
weakened Plessy to the point
that it is considered to have
been de facto overruled.

é Homer Plessy

On January 5th of this year,
Louisiana Governor John Bel
Edwards granted a posthumous pardon for Homer Plessy
during a ceremony outside the
former train station in New
Orleans where he had boarded
a train bound for Covington
Louisiana, before his arrest
130 years ago. "The stroke of
my pen on this pardon, while
momentous, it doesn't erase
generations of pain and discrimination. It doesn't eradicate
all the wrongs wrought by the
Plessy court or fix all of our
present challenges," Edwards
said before signing the pardon.
"We can all acknowledge we
have a long ways to go, but this
pardon is a step in the right
direction." (See a video of the
pardon signing HERE.) n
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BY
STEVE BUTLER

tHere’S a BIg queStIon looming in commercial lending that requires an answer:
Are commercial lenders ready for the
digital era?
This isn’t an intellectual exercise. Commercial lending— at long last, many would
say— is on the brink of a digital revolution.
Whether or not commercial lenders keep
pace remains to be seen. While this industry and similar niches across finance and
banking have historically dug their heels
in against Industry 4.0, it seems clear now
that digital momentum is building. It’s not
only institutions that are learning to keep
up; tech innovators themselves are turning
their attention to the space.

WHY NOW? THE RIGHT TIME
FOR DIGITAL IN COMMERCIAL
LENDING
Commercial lending experienced growth
rates in the double digits in the years
following the crisis of 2008. Multifamily
lending has proven to be a particularly
dynamic area of growth, with forecasts
estimating an increase of nearly half a trillion dollars in 2022. It’s a new record for
the space by almost 5 percent. Borrowing
and lending numbers should be no less
impressive in the year to come, with
estimates placing commercial real estate
lending over 1 trillion USD.
While these numbers are positive, the
competitive landscape is shifting quickly.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION IN THE
COMMERCIAL LENDING MARKET
GO DIGITAL OR GET LEFT BEHIND
As recently as 2020, large financial institutions and regional banks still dominated.
In the last few years, however, fintechs and smaller competitors in
the digital space have redefined the
industry, offering innovative tech,
faster delivery, and an enhanced
customer experience.
Perhaps the time is now right for digital
transformation in commercial lending
because the borrower now expects it.
Having experienced digital for years now,
no borrower can be expected to tolerate
analog, legacy solutions. After all, today’s
savvy commercial borrower expects things
done well and quickly. Clients are ready to
jump ship for institutions that offer the
innovative. Commercial lenders need to
understand this and extend a frictionless
client experience.
On the lender side, digital transformation
is required to keep pace with competitors.
To do that, lenders need a way to increase
loan volumes without increasing staff
and overhead. Digital solutions will allow
commercial lenders to maintain their
competitive edge without increasing operational costs.

ADDRESSING THE
COMPLEXITIES IN PROCESS
The complexity of commercial lending processes is often cited as one reason to take
things slowly when transitioning to the

digital. By addressing these ‘complexities’
brick by brick, however, digital vendors
are finding unique ways to transform the
space.
Rather than generate holistic solutions,
digital innovators in commercial lending
are addressing individual processes.
Vendors are digitizing and streamlining
anything from the intake of documents
during the loan approval process to documentation during closing.
As an example, one leader in automation,
GoDocs, focuses on commercial loan document generation. By innovating on this
single pain point in the commercial lending
process, the company can address multiple
sectors within commercial lending, including construction loans. Built by seasoned
commercial real estate attorneys, the
solution provides a frictionless process for
loan document preparation that requires
no editing on the back end.
In addition to addressing multifamily and
C&I loans, GoDocs is also the only loan
document automation system with a broad
Construction Loan capability, including
ground-up, fix & flip, major rehab, modest
rehab, and minor rehab projects. Rehab
provisions built into the solution include
detailed construction monitoring, disbursement controls, and mechanics lien
protections.
With ROI on fix & flops at 92.6% currently,
solutions that streamline loan packages
in this subset of commercial lending
can clearly translate into real money for
commercial lenders. The elimination of
work hours on high touch processes and
the reduction of attorney fees experienced
through solutions like these makes that
doubly true. Finally, that these solutions
zero in on smaller components of the
larger process “nightmare” that is commercial lending makes them easier for any
commercial lender to adopt and implement without making complex holistic
changes. n

Steve Butler is the CEO of GoDocs.

I was going to give him a nasty look, but he already had one.

Feature
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tHe pageS of
are always filled with architectural
wonders. Here, some of those wonders are featured in a quiz
format. Can you name the geographical and/or architectural
wonder which is pictured? Do you know where it is located?

Don’t expect to know the answers—but do expect to be awed! (The
answers are on the backpage —and regular readers may recognize
some of these as having appeared in this magazine before.) n

01

04

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.

02

05

06

07
03

Feature

WHERE IN THE W RLD…?
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ARTCH TECTURE

ROBERT FINALE
DREAM WEAVER

His paintings transport you to a time and
place of private charm, a haven of pure and
quiet delight. He loves to explore the complex
interplay of light and its effects on architecture
and surroundings. An avid traveler, Finale
uses his photographs, sketches, and memories simply as the starting point, an inspiration
on the journey to the creation of each
masterpiece.

Hanging in homes and
galleries around the world,
Finale’s heartwarming paintings
are captivating, the paint flowing
effortlessly from this self-taught
artist’s brush, capturing the
intrinsic beauty in humankind
and nature.
tHe powerful and captIvatIng works of
Robert Finale flow naturally from a deep-rooted passion and God-given talent for capturing
the intrinsic beauty in humankind and nature.
His work on canvas is heartwarming and
peacefully enchanting. His distinctive style is
a colorful blend of impressionistic romance
and realistic beauty, mostly in historic settings.

The artist is no stranger to struggles and
adversity. At the tender age of two, he along
with his family fled communist-ruled Cuba for
a life of freedom and opportunity in the United
States. Here he learned the value of hard work
and discipline and realized his potential by
pursuing his passion for art.
This passion began very early in life. As young
as five, he was seldom without a pencil and
sketchpad in hand, drawing everything from
movie scenes to family vacation destinations.
His love for brushing oil onto canvas came
much later, when his early childhood sketches
were brought to life in a special gift to his wife.
From humble beginnings, today his paintings
grace several galleries all over the world.
The first, however, has a special place in his
family home.

His images originate from his childhood
sketches, which his mother always lovingly
treasured and encouraged him to keep. Each
painting is a journey of unspoken words
and hidden whispers of freedom, nurturing the hopes and dreams that exist
within all of us. These feelings are resurfaced and unveiled through beautiful city images
in romantic surroundings placing the viewer
in the dream world of unconscious thought.
A quiet, gentle-natured man, Finale uses his
paintings to communicate with everyone.
Using rich colors and textures, he has developed his own rich vocabulary in a painting.
Expressing this rich language through places
and entities allows him to tap into his own
world and the fragile emotions that exist
within all of us. The emotion that a person
feels upon examining a piece of art is the
beauty of this communication. As he places
the final brush stroke on the canvas, he is
conscious of the fact that art is a universal
language. Therefore, one canvas represents
the window to millions of different emotions
that have existed and exist through all of
us, giving the viewer a powerful tool to look
within his own world for the understanding of
life’s journey. n

Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia is the fear of long words.

01
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02

03

04

Go to robertfinaleeditions.com/v2
to experience the pure delight
and charismatic charm of Robert
Finale’s paintings. As you tour
the gallery of fine work, may your
spirit soar and your soul be
transported to a haven of peace
and tranquility. Robert’s works
are an inspiration to all who have
dreamed the impossible dream.
05

Q: What is the difference between snowmen and snowwomen? A: Snowballs.

06

WHY ARTCH TECTURE ?

07

08

09
01/ Portofino Splendor.
02/ Amalfi Coast.
03/ Toast To Paris
04/ Evening In Bellagio.
05/ Catalina Sunrise.
06/ Charleston.
07/ Vernazza.
08/ Gardens of Varenna.
09/ Moonlit Bay.

Great art is among the most sublime,
meaningful, and redeeming creations
of all civilization. Few endeavors can
equal the power of great artwork to
capture aesthetic beauty, to move and
inspire, to change perceptions, and to
communicate the nature of human
experience. Great art is also complex,
mysterious, and challenging. Filled with
symbolism, cultural and historical references, and often visionary imagery, great
artworks oblige us to reckon with their
many meanings.
Architects and designers (many of our
readers) have a lot of influence on the
way we perceive the world. A structure often plays a significant part in
how we experience a place. (Think of a
restaurant, a museum, an arena, a stadium... even an office building - virtually
anywhere!) The interior design impacts
our sensory perception, our comfort, and
our physical connection and there is also
artistry in the exterior design. (That’s why
we call it artchitecture.)
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF

WINSTON CHURCHILL
SIr wInSton leonard Spencer cHurcHIll [1874 –1965] was a British statesman who served as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
from 1940 to 1945, during the Second World War, and again from 1951 to 1955. Of mixed English and American parentage, he was also
a war hero, a Nobel Prize-winning writer and historian, a prolific painter, and one of the longest-serving politicians in British history.
By almost any standard, he was one of the most influential, important, and quotable people of the 20th century.

I no longer listen to what
people say, I just watch what
they do. Behavior never lies.
All I can say is that I have taken
more out of alcohol than alcohol has
taken out of me.
Diplomacy is the art of
telling people to go to hell in
such a way that they ask for
directions.
Socialism is a philosophy
of failure, the creed of
ignorance, and the gospel
of envy, its inherent virtue
is the equal sharing of
misery.
You will never reach your destination if
you stop and throw stones at every dog
that barks.
When you're 20 you care
what everyone thinks; when
you're 40 you stop caring
what everyone thinks; when
you're 60 you realize no
one was ever thinking about
you in the first place. You
have enemies? Good. That
means you've stood up for
something, sometime in
your life.
Fear is a reaction.
Courage is a decision.
A nation that forgets its past has
no future.

If you're not a liberal at twenty you have
no heart, if you're not a conservative at
forty, you have no brain.
Success is not final; failure is not
fatal: it is the courage to continue that
counts.
There is nothing government
can give you that it hasn't taken
from you in the first place.
Everyone is in favor of free
speech. Hardly a day passes
without its being extolled,
but some people's idea of it is
that they are free to say what
they like, but if anyone else
says anything back, that is an
outrage.
The positive thinker sees the
invisible, feels the intangible,
and achieves the impossible.
Some men change their party
for the sake of their principles;
others their principles for the
sake of their party.
Appeasement is feeding the
crocodile, hoping he will eat you
last.
You can always count on
Americans to do the right
thing - after they've tried
everything else.
The Russian Bolsheviks have
discovered that truth does
not matter so long as there
is reiteration. They have
no difficulty whatever in
countering a fact by a lie
which, if repeated often
enough and loudly enough,
becomes accepted by the
people.

One man with conviction will
overwhelm a hundred who have only
opinions.
Success consists of going
from failure to failure
without loss of enthusiasm.
A pessimist sees the difficulty in every
opportunity; an optimist sees the
opportunity in every difficulty.
Schools have not necessarily
much to do with education...
they are mainly institutions of
control where certain basic habits
must be inculcated in the young.
Education is quite different and
has little place in school.
We make a living by what we get, but
we make a life by what we give.
He who fails to plan
is planning to fail.
The main vice of capitalism
is the uneven distribution
of prosperity. The main
vice of socialism is the even
distribution of misery.
If you're going through hell,
keep going.
Men occasionally stumble
over the truth, but most of
them pick themselves up and
hurry off as if nothing had
happened.
My tastes are simple: I am
easily satisfied with the best.
It is not enough that we do our best;
sometimes we must do what is required.

I WRITE ALL MY JOKES IN CAPITALS. THIS ONE WAS WRITTEN IN PARIS.

A lady came up to me one day
and said 'Sir! You are drunk',
to which I replied 'I am drunk
today madam, and tomorrow
I shall be sober, but you will
still be ugly.

/ THE NETWORK / MAY/JUNE 2022

- 55 -

History will be kind to me for
I intend to write it.

Attitude is a little thing
that makes a big difference.

Out of intense complexities,
intense simplicities emerge.

Success is stumbling from
failure to failure with no loss
of enthusiasm.

He has all the virtues I dislike and none
of the vices I admire.

To build may have to be the
slow and laborious task of
years. To destroy can be the
thoughtless act of a single day.

I am fond of pigs. Dogs look
up to us. Cats look down on
us. Pigs treat us as equals.
The best argument against
democracy is a five-minute
conversation with the
average voter.

An appeaser is one who
feeds a crocodile, hoping
it will eat him last.

The farther backward you can look, the
farther forward you are likely to see.

Continuous effort - not strength or
intelligence - is the key to unlocking
our potential.

We shape our dwellings, and
afterwards our dwellings shape us.

It is a good thing for an
uneducated man to read books of
quotations.

Never hold discussions with
the monkey when the organ
grinder is in the room.

There are a terrible lot of lies going
about the world, and the worst of it is
that half of them are true.

Courage is rightly esteemed
the first of human qualities
because it has been said,
it is the quality which
guarantees all others.

Kites rise highest against the wind,
not with it.

If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?

Never give in. Never give in.
Never, never, never, never—in
nothing, great or small, large
or petty—never give in, except
to convictions of honor and
good sense. Never yield to force.
Never yield to the apparently
overwhelming might of the
enemy.
A fanatic is one who can't change his
mind and won't change the subject.
Personally, I'm always ready to
learn, although I do not always
like being taught.
For myself I am an optimist - it
does not seem to be much use to be
anything else.
The greatest lesson in life is to
know that even fools are right
sometimes.
We make a living by what we
get. We make a life by what
we give.

In the course of my life, I have
often had to eat my words, and I
must confess that I have always
found it a wholesome diet.

What is adequacy? Adequacy
is no standard at all.

To improve is to change; to be
perfect is to change often.

If we open a quarrel between the past
and the present, we shall find that we
have lost the future.

Courage is what it takes to stand up and
speak, it’s also what it takes to sit down
and listen.

Don't interrupt me while I'm
interrupting.

When the eagles are silent, the
parrots begin to jabber.

Everyone has his day, and some
days last longer than others.

The price of greatness is
responsibility.
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YOU NEED (OR MIGHTON
WANT)
TO KNOW
PROFESSIONALS
THE
BY

Did you recently take a step in
your career?

JULIE BRAND
LYNCH

We want to know!
01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

/01/ Andrew Hunt, P.E., CFM was
promoted to Vice President at
Project Control.
/02/ Luis Rodriguez joined
Project Control as a Project
Manager.
/03/ Shaun Kirk, P.E. joined
Dunaway in Austin.
/04/ Jon Dutton was promoted
to Director of Leasing for Granite
properties in Houston.
/05/ Matthew Zimmerman was
promoted to Analyst at The Retail
Connection.
/06/ Jim Hayden joined Foundry
Commercial in Dallas as Managing Director of Corporate
Solutions.
/07/ Lauren Ghizzoni joined
Tangram in Dallas as a Sales
Executive.
/08/ Angela Kelcher joined JLL
Capital Markets in Dallas as Head
of the Affordable Housing Debt
Production Team.
/09/ Kenyan Zandy was named
CEO at the Skiles Group in Dallas.

/10/ Elizabeth Fortado joined
Granite Properties as Leasing
Manager.
/11/ Mandy Squib joined
McCownGordon Construction to
lead the preconstruction department.
/12/ Amanda Tran joined
McCownGordon Construction to
lead the packaging engineering
service line.
/13/ Julie Butticarlo was promoted to Senior Director/Asset
Management at Westmount
Realty Capital in Dallas.
/14/ Ginny Goldsmith was promoted to Senior Director/Property
Management at Westmount
Realty Capital in Dallas.
/15/ Barbara Georgakis was
promoted to Senior Controller
at Westmount Realty Capital in
Dallas.
/16/ Lara Collins was promoted
to Senior Director/Asset Management at Westmount Realty
Capital. She will be based in their
Chicago office.

/17/ Todd Chachere was promoted to CEO of Perry Homes in
Houston.
/18/ Kevin Holland joined
Cushman & Wakefield as Executive Director for Texas markets.
He will be based in Houston.
/19/ James Melody joined
Hanover Company in Houston as
the development partner of its
new industrial division.
/20/ Clay Roth was promoted to
Co-Leader of the Multi-Family
Specialty Practice at Newmark in
Houston.
/21/ Kimberly Steinberg joined
Transwestern Investment Group
in Dallas as Managing Director.
/22/ Alastair Jenkin joined
Gilbane Development Company
in Austin as Senior Vice President
of Multifamily.
/23/ Mark Peters joined Tangram
in Dallas as Director of Healthcare
and Education Sales.
/24/ Angela Ramon joined
Tangram in Dallas as a Sales
Executive.
/25/ Natalie Serio joined Newmark's agency leasing team in
Dallas.
/26/ Ron Mann joined TDIndustries as VP of Modular.

/27/ Lauren Ladowski was
promoted to Vice president of
ARCO/Murray in Dallas.
/28/ Jesse Carrillo was promoted
to Chief Innovation Officer at
Howard Hughes Corporation.
/29/ Susan Meaney joined the
Board of Directors of CBRE
Group, Inc.
/30/ Bobby Kunkle joined Steam
Realty Partners in Dallas to lead
its occupier services project
management and development
division.
/31/ Wes Williams joined Colliers
in Houston as Senior Vice President of its Industrial Team.
/32/ Jaleel Adatia joined Colliers
Multifamily Services Group in
Houston as Senior Associate.
/33/ Erin Mokate was promoted
to Marketing Manager at Scott+
Reid General Contractors.
/34/ Sarah Anderson was promoted to Senior Managing Director of
Newmark’s Dallas-based Seniors
Housing & Care platform.
/35/ Taucha Hogue was promoted to Senior Managing Director
of Newmark’s Houston-based
Self Storage Capital Markets
group.

Julie Lynch is the principal of LYNOUS, a talent management firm that
provides recruiting, interim staffing and training to the real estate industry.
She is also a contributing editor of
.

julie@LYNOUS.com

This is my step ladder. I never knew my real ladder.

editor@crestnetwork.com
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IN THE N WS

Remember, it's not what you do... it's what you get away with.

é Home prices are soaring and, according to the S&P CoreLogic CaseShiller National Home Price Index (which reports on a 2-month delay
and measures average home prices in major metropolitan areas across the U.S.),
in the year that ended in January they rose a whopping 19.2%. The inventory
of homes for sale slipped to its lowest level since the National Association of
Realtors began tracking it in 1999. The median home price rose 15% in February
from 2021 to $357,300. Rising home prices and increased mortgage rates are
making home ownership unaffordable for more and more buyers. Phoenix
had the greatest home price increase (32.6%) for the 32nd straight
month; Tampa had the second fastest growth (30.8%).

é Wing, in partnership with 3 local companies launched a drone delivery

service, the first in a major U.S. metro area, in Frisco, TX. Now, Frisco and
Little Elm residents can order a drone delivery of ice cream from Blue Bell
Creameries, prescription pet medications from easyvet and first aid kits from
Texas Health Resources. At the successful launch on April 7th were (from
L-R) Frisco Mayor Jeff Cheney, Little Elm Mayor Curtis Cornelious and U.S.
Marketing and Communications Manager for Wing Jacob Demmitt. n

SH UT-OUTS
01

01

01

01

announced its POWERBROKER™
Quarterly Deals winners for the
fourth quarter of 2021. Kacie
Skeen, Vice President of Leasing
(Houston & San Antonio), and a
tenured commercial office leasing
agent for Hartman Income REIT
Ron Stelmarski,
D. Michael
Stephen Pickard
Ron Stelmarski
Management, Inc. came out on top
FAIA
Hellinghausen
for her lease transaction with Oracle
America, Inc. in San Antonio. The
02
03
04
05 winners are determined by the top
deals executed every quarter, based
on price and square footage.

/01/ Less than 3% of the architecture
profession achieve AIA Fellowship, a
program which elevates those architects who have achieved a standard
of excellence in the profession and
made a significant contribution
to architecture and society on a
national level. Architects who have
been elevated to fellowship can be
identified by the designation FAIA

after their name. Four AIA Dallas
members were recently so honored:
Paul Dennehy, FAIA; D. Michael
Hellinghausen, FAIA; Stephen
Pickard, FAIA; and Ron
Stelmarski, FAIA.
/02/ CoStar™, a leading provider of
commercial real estate information,
analytics, and online marketplaces,

/03/ McCarthy Building Companies, Inc. was awarded the
Association of General Contractors’
(AGC) 2022 Construction Risk
Partners Build America Award, in
the Building New or Renovation
category. McCarthy was honored for
the firm’s work on the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH) Nancy
and Rich Kinder Building. The
Build America awards honor AGC
members who build the nation's most
impressive construction projects
ranging across the building, highway
and transportation, utility infrastructure, and federal and heavy divisions.
The awards are considered among the

most prestigious in the United States
construction industry.
/04/ Sarah Steenkamp, a Property
Administrator at Granite Properties
has been named a 2021 Foundation
Scholarship recipient by BOMA
Greater Dallas.
/05/
Jeffery
Hildebrand,
Executive Chairman and Founder
of Hilcorp, will be inducted into the
Texas Business Hall of Fame on
November 3r at the Hilton Americas
in Houston.

Jessica Warrior

Our own (Advisory Board member)
Jessica Warrior was named to
Globe St.’s Real Estate Forum’s Best
Bosses list. If the others named to
this list are as deserving of this honor
as Jessica is, it is a list of incredible
leaders! n
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The United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
issued its 6th Assessment Report analyzing
the impacts of climate change, looking at
ecosystems, biodiversity, and human communities at global and regional levels. It also
reviews vulnerabilities and the capacities
and limits of the natural world and human
societies to adapt to climate change. You can
see/download the whole report HERE.

The 2022 Multifamily State of the Industry
Report presented by G5 and RealPage is an
interactive tool that allows you to find various
multifamily datapoints, organized across
24 different markets. In Texas, specifically,
that means Dallas/Fort Worth, Austin and
Houston.

Frankfort
é

Zurich, Switzerland has the highest
price-to-rent ratio in the world. According to
a data analysis by MoneyTransfers.com, it’ll
take you 40 years renting out an apartment
to own it in the city. Hong Kong, Munich,
and Paris also have very high price-to-rent
ratios, as do Stockholm, Singapore City, and
London. See the whole report HERE.
Another study by the same group found that
Frankfurt, Germany topped the 2021 Global
Real Estate Bubble Index. The study categorized global cities into four groups depending
on their risk index. Also falling in this category
were Toronto, Hong Kong, Munich, Zurich,
Vancouver, Stockholm, Paris, and Amsterdam. Tokyo, Sidney, Miami, Los Angeles,
Geneva, London, Moscow, Tel Aviv, San Francisco, Boston, New York, and Singapore City
are all overvalued cities. Madrid, Milan, and
Warsaw were moderately priced, and Dubai
was undervalued. Read the full story here:
Global Bubble Index.

é According to the seventh annual Real
Estate Market Sentiment Survey produced
by law firm Seyfarth (recognized as one of
the largest real estate practices in the U.S.)
the commercial real estate industry is feeling
optimistic about 2022 even with multiple
rate hikes. Almost identical to last year’s
sentiment, 84% of real estate executives see
2022 as a year of opportunity. While survey
respondents were focused on pandemicspecific problems in 2021, CRE professionals
are now flagging economic hurdles as areas
of high trepidation: inflation, labor shortages,
and supply chain challenges.

é The Economist Intelligence Unit
(The EIU) offers deep insight and analysis
of the economic and political developments
in the increasingly complex global environment, identifying opportunities, trends, and
risks on a global and national scale. Formed in
1946 with more than 70 years of experience,
it is ideally positioned to be a commentator,
interpreter and forecaster on the phenomenon
of globalization as it gathers pace, enabling
businesses, financial firms, educational
institutions and governments to plan
effectively for uncertain futures. In it recent
report —Ten ways the war in Ukraine will
change the world—the EIU demonstrates
that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine marks a
defining moment in the reshaping of the
geopolitical order. The battle for Ukraine is
not just another regional war; it represents
a rupture in Russia-West relations that will
have profound repercussions for Europe and
the world. This analysis ››discusses ten ways
in which the war will affect the global balance
of power.

ç This year marks the 10th anniversary of the World Happiness Report, which uses global
survey data to report how people evaluate their own lives in more than 150 countries worldwide.
The 2022 Report reveals a bright light in dark times. The pandemic brought not only pain
and suffering but also an increase in social support and benevolence. Among other things,
researchers looked at gross domestic product per capita, social safety nets, life expectancy,
freedom to make life choices, generosity of the population, and perceptions of internal and
external corruption levels. Perhaps not surprisingly, Afghanistan is the unhappiest country in
the world—even before the Taliban took power in August of last year. Finland ranked first for
the fourth year in a row. The U.S. ranked 16th. See the whole list HERE. n

Q: What do you call a Russian procrastinator? A: Putinitoff.

Zurich
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A graduation ceremony is an event where the commencement speaker tells thousands of students dressed in identical caps and gowns that 'individuality' is the key to success.

Ralph Nader, born in 1934, is an American political activist, author,
lecturer, and attorney noted for his involvement in consumer protection,
environmentalism, and government reform causes. The son of Lebanese
immigrants to the United States, he attended Princeton University and
Harvard Law School.

At age 15

Sofia Costanza Brigida Villani Scicolone, born in 1934, known
professionally as Sophia Loren, is an Italian actress. She was named by
the American Film Institute as one of the greatest female stars of Classical
Hollywood cinema.
She began her film career at age sixteen in 1950. Then secured a
five-picture contract with Paramount in 1956 which launched her
international career. Her film appearances around this time include The
Pride and the Passion, Houseboat, and It Started in Naples. During the
1950s, she starred in films as a sexually emancipated persona and was one
of the best known sex symbols of the time. Her performance as Cesira in the
film Two Women (1961) directed by Vittorio De Sica won her the Academy
Award for Best Actress, making her the first actor to win an Oscar for a
non-English-language performance. In 1991, she received the Academy
Honorary Award for lifetime achievements. Beginning at the start of the
1980s, Loren chose to make rarer film appearances.
Loren first met Carlo Ponti in 1950, when she was 15 and he was 37.
Though he had been long separated from his first wife, they were not legally
divorced when Loren married him by proxy (two male lawyers stood in
for them) in Mexico in 1957. The couple had their marriage annulled in
1962 to escape bigamy charges, but continued to live together. In 1965,
they became French citizens after their application was approved by then
French Prime Minister Georges Pompidou. Ponti then obtained a divorce
from Giuliana in France, allowing him to marry Loren in 1966.
She remained married to Ponti until his death on 10 January 2007. They
had two children and Loren has four grandchildren. In 1962, Loren's
sister Maria married the youngest son of Benito Mussolini, with whom
she had two daughters. The actress is living out her retirement in Geneva,
Switzerland.

He first came to prominence in 1965 with the publication of the bestselling
book Unsafe at Any Speed, a highly influential critique of the safety record
of American automobile manufacturers. Following that, her led a group of
volunteer law students—dubbed "Nader's Raiders"—in an investigation of
the Federal Trade Commission, leading directly to that agency's overhaul
and reform. In the 1970s, Nader leveraged his growing popularity to establish
a number of advocacy and watchdog groups including the Public Interest
Research Group, the Center for Auto Safety, and Public Citizen. Two of his
most notable targets were the Chevy Corvair and the Ford Pinto.
Nader's activism has been directly credited with the passage of several
landmark pieces of American consumer protection legislation including the
Clean Water Act, the Freedom of Information Act, the Consumer Product
Safety Act, the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, the Whistleblower Protection Act, and the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. He has
been repeatedly named to lists of the "100 Most Influential Americans",
including those published by Life, Time, and The Atlantic. The New York
Times described him as a "dissident".
Nader made four bids to become President of the United States, running
with the Green Party in 1996 and 2000, the Reform Party in 2004, and as
an independent in 2008. In each campaign, he said he sought to highlight
under-reported issues and a perceived need for electoral reform. He received
nearly 3 million votes during his 2000 candidacy, but also stirred controversy
over allegations that his campaign helped Republican candidate George W.
Bush win a close election against Democratic candidate Al Gore.
A two-time Nieman Fellow, Nader is the author or co-author of more than
two dozen books and was the subject of a documentary film on his life
and work, An Unreasonable Man, which debuted at the 2006 Sundance
Film Festival. He condemned the 2011 military intervention in Libya, and,
notably, he branded President Barack Obama as a "war criminal" and called
for his impeachment. In 2016 Nader was inducted into the Automotive Hall
of Fame and also received that year's Gandhi Peace Award from Promoting
Enduring Peace.
Ralph Nader, now 88, has lived in Washington DC since the 1960s, but is
domiciled in Connecticut, where he is registered to vote. He continues to
be an active and vocal supporter of the LBGTQ community and talks about
what’s happening in America, what’s happening around the world, and most
importantly what’s happening underneath it all on his weekly one-hour radio
show on WERU.

Feature

Ed. We thought of calling this new feature ‘I’ll Never Forget Old What’s His Name’ or ‘Where
Are They Now?’ but this seemed to say it best. In words and pictures, we’ll look back at people
(performers, athletes, politicians) you’ll remember (by name or appearance) but whom you
haven’t heard about in a long time. If there’s someone you’re curious about seeing on this page
in the future, just let us know.
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CARPET CLEANING:
Commercial Floorcare
Specialist
www.NextLevelKlean.com

214.991.2988
We provide you with an extraordinarily clean, allergy free environment. Our specialists thoroughly
clean your carpets, tile, wood, or
concrete with superior, green solutions.

LIGHTING:

Lighting can change your
image, if you DARE.
Since 2011 EIS Lighting has been helping people
change their perception of lighting and energy
consumption for new buildings and remodels.
Contact us if you are willing to make a leap to
better lighting and reduce energy consumption.
We do design, lighting audit, photometric
layouts, procurement, installation supervision
of your project, and commissioning.

Jason Cox

Jason@NextLevelKlean.com

Chris Colgin VP/Sales(214)-402-7402
Michael Moore Tech. Spec. (817)-995-2253
Marc CO-Founder/President (214)-325-6567

EXECUTIVE SEARCH, INTERIM PLACEMENTS & TRAINING:
PAVING:

JANITORIAL SERVICES:

LEGAL:

M A DE YOU LO

OK!

According to the The Nielsen Company, Benchmarking
Return on Ad Spend: Media Type and Brand Size Matter,
magazines remain one the most trusted forms
of advertising!
Our readers are your customers!
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PAVING:

REACH YOUR

FOR LESS

Links listings require a 4-issue (non-cancellable) commitment
1” Full Color ad .............. $148 per issue
2” Full Color ad .............. $207 per issue
3” Full Color ad .............. $295 per issue
SAFETY PRODUCTS:

Wooster Products Inc.
“Make Every Step a Safe One”
Anti-slip safety stair treads
& walkway products
Stairmaster ® Type 511
PROUDLY MADE

Flexmaster ® Type 311
IN THE USA
sales@wooster-products.com
www.woosterproducts.com
800-321-4936

DIVERSI

NS
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ANSWERS FROM THE MARCH/APRIL CONTEST – WHERE'S THAT SCHOOL?
Barnard>New York, NY
Bates>Lewiston, ME
Baylor>Waco, TX
Bowdoin>Brunswick, ME
Bucknell>Lewisburg, PA
Colb>Waterville, ME
Colgate>Hamilton, NY
Creighton>Omaha, NE
Drexel>Philadelphia, PA
Duke>Durham, NC
Duquesne>Pittsburgh, PA
Emory>Atlanta, GA
Franklin & Marshall>Lancaster, PA
Gonzaga>Spokane, WA
Hamilton>Clinton, NY
Howard>Washington D.C.
Iona>New Rochelle, NY
Johns Hopkins>Baltimore, MD
Lafayette>Easton, PA
Lewis & Clark>Portland OR
Loyola>Chicago, IL

McGill>Quebec, CA
Mount Holyoke>South Hadley, MA
Northwestern>Evanston, IL
Notre Dame>South Bend, IN
Pepperdine>Malibu, CA
Purdue>West Lafayette, IN
Rice>Houston, TX
RPI>Troy, NY
Skidmore>Saratoga Springs, NY
Smith>Northampton, MA
SMU>Dallas, TX
Spelman>Atlanta, GA
Trinity>San Antonio, TX
Tulane>New Orleans, LA
Vanderbilt>Nashville, TN
Vassar>Poughkeepsie, NY
Wake Forest>Winston-Salem, NC
Washington & Lee>Lexington, VA
Wesleyan>Middletown, CT
Williams>Williamstown, MA
Yale>New Haven, CT

ANSWERS TO WHERE IN THE WORLD (PAGE 51)
01/ Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Florida is characterized by authentic
memorabilia that surrounds stay, play, and dine resort amenities. The Guitar Hotel has 638 upscale
guestrooms, and unique swim-up suites in the adjacent Oasis Tower.
02/ The Bandra-Worli Bridge (now known as the Rajiv Gandhi Sea Link) is a civil engineering marvel
on the coastline of the city of Mumbai, India. The cable-stayed bridge is 2.5 miles
03/ The Tower of Terror is an attraction at Tokyo Disneyland. Unlike its American counterpart, the
attraction isn't themed after The Twilight Zone since Japanese audiences aren't as familiar with the show.
It features an original storyline taking place at Hotel Hightower.
04/ The Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum on the campus of the University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis was designed by Frank Gehry. Completed in 1993, it
sits on a bluff overlooking the Mississippi River. It was built prior to
CONGRATULATIONS
the widespread use of computer aided design in architecture, and
TO ALL OF OUR
received the Progressive Architecture Design Award in 1991.
CONTEST WINNERS!
05/ Bayterek Tower (“Tall Poplar Tree”) is a monument and
Eva Savino
observation tower in Astana, Kazakhstan, which became the capital
of San Francisco, CA
in 1997. The 344-foot structure is meant to embody a folktale about
Brandon Templeton
a mythical tree of life and a magic bird of happiness.
of Oklahoma City, OK
06/ The Bailong Elevator in Zhangjiajie, China, is a glass
Lilli Blake
elevator that climbs an amazing 1,070 feet up a sheer mountain. It
of Sugar Land, TX
opened in 2002, the same year it was deemed a UNESCO World
Beverly Wertheimer
Heritage Site. It is recognized as the World’s Tallest Outdoor Lift
of Springfield, MA
by Guinness World Records.
Marco Liu
07/ One Madison Avenue in New York City is a luxury resiof Chicago, IL
dential condominium tower in New York City. It has 53 residential
Each of our winners received a units across 60 stories. Construction started in 2006, and it topped
Sleep Tracking Mat
out in 2010. At a height of 621 ft, it is a very slender building, with a
from Withings
height-to-width ratio of 12:1.
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BOLO (BE ON THE LOOK OUT) FOR WHAT'S COMING NEXT
In Herstory, Contributing Editor Rose-Mary
Rumbley opines about poor King George III.
He lost the colonies and then he lost his mind! On
the cover and in Artchitecture, we will feature
Michael DeWulf, whose work Fine Art Connoisseur Magazine said is “a medley of emotional visual
narratives and poetry in physical form.”

Tower—the first supertall building in that New York
City borough.

We will bring you pictures of the 20 UNESCO World
Heritage Sites of Canada in the third installment of
our series. Likewise, we will continue our series on
America’s Favorite Architecture according to the
AIA and part II our series on residences provided to
In her Profiles of Survival, Contributing Editor heads of state around the world which began in the
Roxana Tofan will speak with James Rosenblatt, March-April issue.
Esq. —President of the Rosenblatt Law Firm, and
she’ll also examine the problem of homeless among We’ll look at the controversial, stainless steel-clad
veterans. Contributing Editor Angela O’Byrne’s Luma Arles arts tower designed by Frank Gehry to
Amazing Buildings looks at the beautiful Brooklyn evoke Van Gogh's Starry Night painting in southern
France. Ileana Schinder will offer suggestions on

solving the problem of space at he US housing
crisis continues. And Ben Beer of CohnReznick
will focus on private equity and debt real estate
funds.
Want more? Of course, there will be other specially contributed articles from various segments
of the real estate industry as well as our affiliates
awards and special events, Real Estate of the
Future, You Need (or might want) to Know, the
Wow Factor, Diversions, Tru Dat, Vertical Lines,
Professionals on the Move, The Resource
Page, Shout-Outs, and much MUCH more. We
get a lot into 64 pages!
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C NTEST: TV CRIME-FIGHTING PAIRS
This will bring back memories (or not). Look at the pictures from these
16 TV shows. Then, in the appropriate columns, enter the names of
the characters from the show and the actors who played those characters. We’ve even given you a start. Cheating (including looking up the
answers and/or getting help from others) is permitted. Having fun is
required.
01

04

05

02

03

01

10

13

15

14

16

08

06

07

Scan or copy this page and send your entry to
editor@crestnetwork.com or fax it to 817.924.7116 on or
before May 31st for a chance to win a Withings Blood Pressure Monitor (see page 17) or another valuable prize.

11

09

12

Name of the Show

Names of the Characters

Names of the Actors

Year(s) it Ran

Batman

Batman and Robin

Adam West (Batman/Bruce Wayne) & Burt Ward
(Robin/Dick Grayson)

1966-68

02

1982-88

03

1983-87

04

1984-90

05

1979-84

06

1965-70

07

2010-16

08

1971-76

09

1964-68

10

1951-59 & 1967-70

11

1965-68

12

1965-69

13

1985-89

14

1961-69

15
16

Starsky & Hutch

David Michael Starsky &
Kenneth Richard "Hutch"
Hutchinson

Paul Michael Glaser (Starsky) & David Soul (Hutch) 1975-79
1999-present
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ARSENAL BUSINESS COLLECTIONS

...BECAUSE SOMETIMES IS WHAT YOU KNOW

The Arsenal Companies are a diversified consulting, educational
and publishing group, dedicated to service in the real estate industry. With national reach, regional strength and local sensibilities,
we serve and service large and small companies as well as governmental entities in acquisitions, dispositions, leasing, licensing,
contracting, procurement, insurance certificate tracking, educational program development, mediation services and collections.
Our Contracts and Procurement Services Division provides
solutions and services that help real estate owners and companies effectively manage their contractual needs and commitments. We provide industry knowledge and we practice deal
facilitation rather than obstruction. Whether you are a property,
facility or asset manager, your functions are integrally related to
real estate contracts. Quality management is all about contracts.

Leasing
Acquisitions, dispositions, renewals, surrenders, amendments, abstracting, administration, interpretation – our professionals are experienced in residential, commercial, industrial, professional and retail
leasing issues of all kinds.

Leases are highly specialized documents.
A few words can make a world of difference.

Highly focused.
Highly specialized.
Highly respected.

Procurement
Supply Chain Management
Procurement Administration
Supplier Recognition Programs
RFI, RFP, RFQ Administration

Vendor/Supplier Resourcing
Vendor Reduction Programs
Customized Purchase Orders

Are the contracts for services and supplies which your organization
uses prepared for your organization – or are they the vendor’s or
contractor’s agreement forms? Wouldn’t you be better off if those
agreements and purchase orders were revisited from your perspective? Isn’t it time you fortified your real estate related contracts?

Contract Negotiation
and Drafting Services

Anyone with experience.

Do you have contract issues that call out for review, interpretation
and the advice of a specialist? Do you have a service contract which
is about to expire and will need to be renewed or replaced? Do you
have oversight of a real estate or facilities function which has been
given savings targets? Have you considered ‘outsourcing’ this part
of your real estate function but fear a loss of control?

Don’t assume that problems won’t occur. Plan what you can do to
avoid them. A small reduction in costs can be the equivalent of a
substantial increase in value. We suggest ‘refinements’ to improve
language and reduce direct and indirect costs. Our attorneys have
successfully resolved leasing issues for both small and Fortune 100
corporations – effectuating $millions in savings.

We analyze the details of your proposed service contracts before
they begin - while you still have leverage. Or, we can review your
existing service contracts, help reveal cost efficiencies and/or
savings opportunities. We look for pragmatic solutions that are
sensitive to your business interests, anticipating issues that may
arise, and we assist in minimizing those risks that cannot be avoided.

The Arsenal Companies
2537 Lubbock Avenue Fort Worth, TX 76109
Tel: 682.224.5855 Fax: 817.924.7116
www.thearsenalcompanies.com
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